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GlobalizationGlobalization and  and FFood ood SovereigntySovereignty: Global and: Global and
Local Change in the New Local Change in the New PoliticsPolitics of Food of Food

 Contestation and Contestation and responsesresponses to agro- to agro-
extractivismextractivism::
 appropriation and exploitation ofappropriation and exploitation of

agricultural agricultural resourcesresources for for
commercial commercial purposespurposes

 iindustrialndustrial, capital- and , capital- and energyenergy--
intensive, intensive, favouringfavouring large- large-scalescale
monoculture, monoculture, oftenoften for export for export
marketsmarkets

 GlobalizingGlobalizing  foodfood  regimeregime



‘‘GlobalGlobal’’  foodfood  crisiscrisis??
 2007-2008: 2007-2008: foodfood  priceprice  hikeshikes and and

protestsprotests

 ObesityObesity and  and foodfood  shortagesshortages

 AgrofuelsAgrofuels  productionproduction (R&D) (R&D)

 ClimateClimate  changechange

 SpeculationSpeculation and control  and control byby a  a fewfew
largelarge  agribusinessesagribusinesses and  and investorsinvestors



ThreeThree  keykey dimensions of FS dimensions of FS

 1. Socio-economic well-being1. Socio-economic well-being
 Agricultural productionAgricultural production
 Social reproduction (sustaining life)Social reproduction (sustaining life)

 2. Ecology2. Ecology
 SStewards of natural resources,tewards of natural resources,

biodiversity, cultural diversitybiodiversity, cultural diversity

 3. Democratic governance from below3. Democratic governance from below
 Autonomy/self-determination,Autonomy/self-determination,

democratic decision-making bydemocratic decision-making by
small producers, and consumerssmall producers, and consumers



Four lines of inquiry + Four lines of inquiry + CDNCDN
examples examples and questionsand questions

 NeoliberalismNeoliberalism
 Social Movement AnalysisSocial Movement Analysis
 Efforts for social and ecological Efforts for social and ecological ““protectionprotection””
 Knowledge Knowledge aas powers power

 Across Across all four lines of inquiry: race andall four lines of inquiry: race and
indigeneityindigeneity, gender and class, gender and class



1) Neoliberalism1) Neoliberalism

 Shaping global food systemsShaping global food systems

AND shaping resistanceAND shaping resistance

 Example: Savour OttawaExample: Savour Ottawa

Q: Q: How best to theorize food activism that appears to be attacking
neoliberalism, but using neoliberal tools to do so?



2) Social Movement 2) Social Movement AnalysisAnalysis

 Example: Ontario Community Food Initiatives:Example: Ontario Community Food Initiatives:

 Q: How to scale up or scale out (without selling out)?Q: How to scale up or scale out (without selling out)?

http://nourishingontario.ca/



3) Polanyi3) Polanyi’’s s ‘‘ProtectionismProtectionism’’

 Example: Food Secure CanadaExample: Food Secure Canada

Q: How to realize Food Q: How to realize Food 
Food Sovereignty in Canada, Food Sovereignty in Canada, 
across producer and consumer across producer and consumer 
interests?interests?



4) Knowledge as power4) Knowledge as power

 Example:Example:

httphttp://://www.foodsecurityresearchcentre.cawww.foodsecurityresearchcentre.ca

Q: how do you Q: how do you reallyreally work across diverse experiences and  work across diverse experiences and knowledgesknowledges  to realizeto realize
change?change?

 



Meegwetch, merci, thank you


