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“Human rights defenders, especially those protecting their communities’ lands and resources, 
suffer threats and attacks on a consistent basis…”  

Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples following 
her mission to Guatemala in May 2018 

Tahoe Resources is a Canadian mining company headquartered in Reno, NV that has 
consistently undermined impacted communities’ right to consultation and consent, in order to 
impose the Escobal silver mine in San Rafael Las Flores in southeastern Guatemala. It has 
repeatedly misrepresented broad-based peaceful and lawful organizing against mining among 
indigenous and non-indigenous people in the region, defaming and delegitimizing them; thus 
putting human rights defenders at greater risk of repression and criminalization.  

Tahoe Resources pressured the Guatemalan state to militarize the area in 2013 in order to push 
the project forward. Its presence has provoked violence, conflict and criminalization, including 
an armed attack by private security guards against peaceful protesters, which landed the 
company in British Columbia courts where a case is proceeding for negligence and battery.  

Since Tahoe’s exploitation license was effectively halted in June 2017, first as a result of direct 
community action, and then by order of the court in July 2017, Tahoe has ramped up lobbying 
efforts in Canada and the U.S., urging both governments to take action on the company’s behalf.  

Despite well-documented cases of violence, criminalization, and lack of local support, the 
Canadian and U.S. Embassies in Guatemala have used their diplomatic influence to ensure that 
mining operations at Tahoe Resources’ Escobal project have moved forward, from the licensing 
and construction phase to the current legal battle before the Constitutional Court.  

A report by the Washington-based Council on Hemispheric Affairs observes that, “The Canadian 
government actively assists the extractive industry without requiring that their mining companies 
respect the environment and human rights.” In the case of the Escobal project, at the height of 
criminalization, violence and militarization prior to the putting the mine into operation in April 
2013, the Canadian Embassy participated as a guest of honour in the signing of a pact between 
the Guatemalan government and Tahoe to voluntarily raise royalty payments from 1 to 5%. The 
pact was aimed at legitimizing an unwanted project; five mayors in surrounding municipalities 
from the mine refuse to receive any benefits from these royalty payments.  

Based on the Canadian lobby registry, after Tahoe Resources’ Escobal mine was suspended by 
the court in July 2017, we know that the company hired lobbyists to meet with at least fifteen 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/global-opinions/wp/2018/05/23/guatemala-needs-to-do-more-to-stop-the-killings-of-indigenous-activists/
https://miningwatch.ca/sites/default/files/final_bcsc_disclosure_complaint_re_tahoe_-_may_15_2017.pdf
http://www.tahoeresources.com/tahoe-reports-q1-2018-financial-results-and-provides-update-on-2018-growth-projects/
http://nisgua.org/smear-campaign-launched-against-opponents-to-tahoe-resources-escobal-project-after-mine-licenses-suspended/
https://miningwatch.ca/news/2015/11/11/state-fear-and-terror-deliberately-created-force-tahoe-resources-mine-guatemalan
https://miningwatch.ca/news/2015/11/11/state-fear-and-terror-deliberately-created-force-tahoe-resources-mine-guatemalan
https://tahoeontrial.net/
https://tahoeontrial.net/the-lawsuit/
https://nisgua.org/statement-from-the-peaceful-resistance-to-tahoes-escobal-mine-currently-maintaining-a-road-block-in-casillas/
https://nisgua.org/statement-from-the-peaceful-resistance-to-tahoes-escobal-mine-currently-maintaining-a-road-block-in-casillas/
https://miningwatch.ca/news/2017/7/7/tahoe-licenses-suspended-lack-consultation-indigenous-communities-while-company-denies
https://nisgua.org/tahoe-resources-lobbies-u-s-and-canadian-governments-to-intervene-over-guatemalan-court-decision-to-suspend-escobal-mine/
https://nisgua.org/tahoe-resources-lobbies-u-s-and-canadian-governments-to-intervene-over-guatemalan-court-decision-to-suspend-escobal-mine/
https://tahoeontrial.net/the-bigger-picture/
http://www.coha.org/canadian-mining-in-latin-america-exploitation-inconsistency-and-neglect/
https://mimundo.photoshelter.com/image/I0000UU0XOYtQhWM


Canadian elected and government officials between July 2017 and September 2017. Details 
about any responses from these or other Canadian officials have yet to be revealed publicly. The 
interventions of U.S. officials have been less discreet, as outlined below.  

According to lobby expenditures registered with the U.S. Senate Office of Public Records, Tahoe 
paid a total of $270,000 to Nossaman LLP, Crowell & Moring LLP, Crowell & Moring 
International, LLC, and Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP to lobby on its behalf between 
July 2017 and April 2018. The firms’ lobbying reports include visits to the U.S. State 
Department, the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate, the White House, and U.S. Trade 
Representatives, as well as the office of Vice President Mike Pence.  

Timeline of Tahoe Resources lobby efforts and U.S. intervention in Guatemala: 

July 5, 2017: The Guatemalan Supreme Court provisionally suspends Tahoe’s exploitation 
licence. 

July 2017: Tahoe contracts lobbyists in the U.S. for the first time. Nossaman LLP begins 
lobbying the State Department the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives on behalf of 
Tahoe Resources.  

July 20, 2017: Tahoe VP of Corporate Affairs, Edie Hofmeister, urges Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of the Department of State Bureau of Western Hemispheric Affairs, John Creamer, to take action 
to protect Tahoe’s investment. 

August 11, 2017: Nevada Representative Mark Amodei submits a letter to U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce, Wilbur Ross, urging intervention on behalf of Tahoe Resource.  

August 23, 2017: Tahoe VP of Corporate Affairs, Edie Hofmeister, requests assistance from U.S. 
Ambassador to Guatemala, Todd Robinson, and seeks counsel on the actions the company could 
take to protect its interests in Guatemala. The letter lodges unsubstantiated accusations of 
“judicial impropriety” within the Constitutional Court. 

August 24, 2017: Senator Heller writes to Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, expressing support 
for the mine and requesting an update on what was being done to promote U.S. business interests 
in the region.  

September 22, 2017: In a letter to U.S. Congressman Amodei, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
confirms that U.S. Ambassador Todd Robinson intervened on behalf of Tahoe Resources by 
speaking with Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales. Ross states that Robinson urged President 
Morales to quickly resolve the issue in order to preserve a stable investment climate for  U.S. 
businesses. 
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September 25, 2017: Tahoe CEO Ron Clayton, boasts of U.S. government intervention in 
Guatemala courts in support of the company during question and answer session at the Denver 
Gold Forum.  Clayton remarked that, upon Tahoe’s request, the U.S. government “had a big 
influence on even this last court decision,” referring to the Guatemalan Supreme Court ruling 
earlier in September, which temporarily reinstated the company’s operating license. 

October 2017: Nossaman and Crowell & Moring report lobbying on behalf of Tahoe. Five out of 
the six reports filed by Crowell & Moring and Crowell & Moring International between October 
2017 and April 2018 include lobbying the office of Vice President Mike Pence. 

January 2018: Crowell & Moring and Crowell & Moring International report lobbying the office 
of the Vice President, the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate on behalf of Tahoe.  

February 14, 2018: Nine members of the U.S. Congress write to Guatemalan President Jimmy 
Morales urging him to do more to improve the investment climate for U.S. business in the 
country citing Constitutional Court rulings that “create uncertainty for U.S. businesses 
considering investing in Guatemala.” 

April 2018: Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP, registers as a lobbyist for Tahoe. The firm 
reports lobbying the U.S. State Department, while Crowell & Moring reports continued lobby of 
the U.S. Senate, House of Representatives, and the Vice President’s office.  

April 25, 2018: Jim Nicholson, former U.S. Secretary of Veteran Affairs and Republican Party 
Chairman, and Miriam Sapiro, former U.S. State Department staff and U.S. Trade 
Representative, visited Guatemala with the American Chamber of Commerce and warned that an 
unstable institutional climate demotivates international investment, referring to the Tahoe case.  

May 8, 2018: Don Wallace, Chairman of the Washington-based International Law Institute, 
submits an Amicus brief to the Constitutional Court, that warns of consequences, including 
international arbitration, if Tahoe’s license is not reinstated. The brief was presented by 
Guatemalan lawyers whose firm represents Minera San Rafael, Tahoe Resources’ wholly owned 
subsidiary. 

May 16, 2018: Reno, NV based Kappes, Cassiday & Associates (KCA) notifies the Guatemalan 
government of its intent to sue Guatemala under CAFTA-DR for at least US$300 million. Before 
launching a suit, the company seeks negotiations with Guatemalan authorities to try to resolve its 
complaints over the 2016 suspension of its Tambor gold mine for lack of prior consultation with 
affected communities, the Ministry of Energy and Mine’s suspension of its export license and the 
alleged lack of state protection for the company up against community protests that it claims 
prevent it from further exploration work. 
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May 21, 2018: The U.S. Embassy in Guatemala releases a press statement in Spanish urging an 
immediate resolution from the Constitutional Court. See the English translation below. 

“A stable climate of investment depends on a clear legal framework, respect for the rule of law 
and transparency in the application of law. These components are essential to develop 
Guatemala’s abundant natural resources, which boosts economic growth, the creation of jobs 
and the betterment of Guatemalans. Investments should adhere to legal requirements, including 
the respect of human rights  and local environmental laws and should also fulfill international 
agreements.  

In this context, it is important that the Constitutional Court rules without delay on cases such as 
the Minera San Rafael case. The Government of the United States encourages all parties, 
relevant authorities and local communities to work together to achieve a transparent solution 
that will benefit everyone.” 

Prepared by: Earthworks, Guatemala Human Rights Commission (GHRC), MiningWatch 
Canada, and Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA)
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