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INTRODUCTION
The mining industry is one of the most
polluting, deadly, and destructive industries
in the world. Yet to date, mining company
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic have
received little public scrutiny compared to
other industries seeking to profit from this
crisis.
This brief was written to provide in-depth
cases which exemplify the four trends
highlighted in the international open-letter
“Global Solidarity with Communities,
Indigenous Peoples and Workers at risk
from Mining Pandemic
Profiteers” (Appendix 1). The trends, which
we expand upon here, pose an immediate
threat to the health and safety of
communities and organizations that have
been struggling to defend public health
and their environments against the
destruction and devastation of mining
extractivism for decades, as well as to the
safety of workers in the mining sector.
This is not a comprehensive overview of
the global mining industry, but rather an
illustration of the trends we have analyzed
together with the communities and social
organizations with whom we have
relationships in the Americas, the AsiaPacific region, continental Africa and
Europe. We are motivated by the strength
that mining-affected communities and
Indigenous peoples are showing in
increasingly difficult circumstances, and
their voices vitally need to be heard.

We have complemented these findings
with a review of nearly 500 media sources
(primarily in English and Spanish, but also
in French and Portuguese), press releases,
and reports on mining in the context of
COVID-19. The sources continue to be
compiled collectively into an open
database (into which many other
organizations are contributing sources),
which is available for reference upon
request.
As such, this snapshot report focuses on
the impacts on mining-affected
communities and organizations, as well as
workers in some cases. For the purposes of
this effort, we will leave the analysis of
metals and mineral markets; the movement
around mergers and acquisitions; industry
bail-out packages; and the increase in
speculation (and thus financing) of new
mining projects especially in “precious
metals” to the major industry periodicals
and newspapers that are covering those
trends closely. This instead provides a
glimpse into the lived on-the-ground
realities that are not being widely analyzed
in mainstream media.
This snapshot report was jointly produced
by Earthworks (USA), Institute for Policy
Studies - Global cono y rogra
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PATTERNS OF PROFITEERING

Half of a mountain, San Martin mine, Siria Valley, Honduras. Source Pedro Landa.

A gargantuan mining truck at OceanaGold's Didipio Mine, Philippines. Source: Hannibal Rhoades.

A. MINING COMPANIES ARE
IGNORING THE REAL THREATS OF
THE PANDEMIC AND
CONTINUING TO OPERATE,
USING ANY MEANS AVAILABLE.

Mining companies and many
governments have pushed to
categorise mining as an essential
service, enabling operations to
continue despite substantial risk.
In doing so, they have become
key vectors for the spread of the
virus and are putting communities,
rural and urban populations, and
their workforces, at great risk. In
many cases, Indigenous and rural
communities already face acute
risk from the virus, especially
communities whose health has
been impacted by contamination
generated by mining extractivism.
They are struggling to protect
themselves from potential
outbreaks.
In Argentina, environmental defenders
condemned Canadian company, Yamana
Gold, for taking advantage of the countrywide imposed lockdown to advance its Suyai
exploration-stage project in the province of
Chubut where mining has been banned
since 2003, due to widespread opposition.1
On May 4, communities took to the streets
to protest the decision while physically
distancing.2 Many received threats from
police.

“Chubut is suffering from a crisis
which has been designed to impose
mega-mining, and the pandemic is
the cherry on top. The people
continue to shout “no!” while
mining companies refine their
strategies with new partners. The
companies are investing in the

middle of this pandemic while
compromised governments, sell the
dignity of their peoples.”
ected
neighbour and e ber o
o a ina
uel

In Brazil, on March 29, 2020 just five days
after the sector promised to donate millions
of testing kits to the Federal Government3 ,
the Ministry of Energy and Mines passed
resolution 135/20204 which determined the
extraction, commercialization, transportation
and supply of mineral goods were essential
activities. On April 28, the government
reinforced this ministerial resolution with a
presidential decree
(10.329/2020). The Brazilian Episcopal
Conference along with many civil-society
organizations have condemned these
measures5. As a result, mining companies
have kept hundreds of thousands of people
working in close proximity and exposed to
the risks of COVID-19, while they continue
to reap profits6, obtain new mining
concessions and environmental licenses to
maintain or expand operations. Companies
argue their health and safety protocols are
adequate, despite workers complaints.
Given that Brazil is one of the countries with
lowest testing rates for COVID-19 in the
world, overall reliable figures are difficult to
obtain. In Itabira, a mining hub in Minas
Gerais state, broad-based testing only
started in late May. According to the local
trade union, during the first days of the
campaign, 642 Vale’s workers were tested
and 81 (12%) confirmed positive for
COVID-19.7 None of these cases were
identified by the company's health
surveillance program.
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people.16 The infection has also spread via
these workers to the provinces of Nova
Scotia and northern Saskatchewan where
152 cases have been reported, and 2
Indigenous Dene elders from the La Loche
community have died from the virus.17 In
Northern Quebec and Labrador, the
Assembly of First Nations Quebec-Labrador
condemned the Quebec Government’s
decision to classify mining as
an “essential service” after operations had
been suspended for a month without that

In Canada, the Lac des Iles palladium mine

status as “unduly putting Indigenous

(Impala Canada) in Northern Ontario

communities at great risk”.18

continued to operate when mining was
classified an essential service, and even
after an outbreak was reported. Now, the
mine has at least 25 workers infected and 1
worker has died.9 The nearby Indigenous
community, Gull Bay First Nation, is
reporting 10 at least 8 people infected in
connection with the mine outbreak. The
company announced recently that they
would resume operations by the end of
May11 a move which has the GBFN,
“apprehensive”12.

As a result of the

outbreaks, the Neskantaga First Nation
called on the Ontario government to
suspend mining exploration permits (also
considered an “Essential Service”), stating
co
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e hau ted.
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orthern lberta the earl

In the Lualaba and Haut-Katanga provinces
of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
workers in industrial copper-cobalt mines,
many owned and operated by
multinationals, have been forced to choose
between being confined in the mine site or
taking “technical leave” with little to no
remuneration.19 If workers choose to stay,
they are made to work excessive hours and
sleep in poor conditions with inadequate
food, in some cases for months on end.
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begin ining.20 Indigenous communities in
the provinces of Loja, Pichincha, Napo and
Morona Santiago also condemned

organizations condemned the company’s

exploration companies for advancing

Solaris Resources for organizing the

unwanted activities during the pandemic.21
In north-western Ecuador, thecontroversial
Llurimagua project has been at the centre
of anti-mining struggles in the Intag cloud
forest region for decades. On March 31, the
government gave it a green-light and

actions as putting the communities at
grave risk.27 The PHSA also denounced
delegation to Toronto, which took place
without duly elected leaders of their
representative organization and without
respect for their expressed opposition to
mining in their territory.

signed a Joint-Venture agreement between
the State mining company, ENAMI, and the

“ ining Companies are ta ing
advantage of the pandemic to
continue trying to impose their
activities in our territories. They do
not respect the tate of mergency
and are continuing to infiltrate our
communities. This puts us at
greater ris .” S
cuador

Chilean copper-mining company,
CODELCO.22

The agreement was later put

on hold after it was reported to have
involved influence peddling.23 Following
the decision, the municipal government of
Cotacachi implored the government to not
use the health crisis to benefit mining, but
rather to promote the small-scale ecological
activities that the region is known for.24 In
the southern Ecuadorian Amazon, the
Assembly of the Shuar Arutam People
(PSHA) alerted the public of a possible
COVID-19 outbreak in the isolated Shuar
Arutam communities in connection with
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Ocampo Mining Tayahua, a subsidiary of
Grupo Frisco and property of Carlos Slim,
rural and labour organizations denounced
the company for continuing work on the
underground mine, preferring to pay a fine
than to stop work.30 At least two workers at
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the mine have tested positive for
COVID-19. Workers have also been
protesting over low wages.31 In addition, in
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At Hudbay’s Constancia mine the company
originally denied worker allegations that
there were infected members among their
ranks. At least 21 workers have since tested

some workers are criticizing as a way to
prevent them from rioting over concerns for
their health and safety.50 The mine has
continued to operate despite the
exorbitantly high number of infected
workers.

positive.45 Local health authorities and
affected communities concerned about the
outbreak spreading demand that the

were infected and at least 1 dead at 24

“They brought in the ational
uard so that we don t start a
riot, surrounded us li e in prisons
with patrols everywhere” -

mining operations across Peru.47 The

unidenti ied

company be investigated for putting the
lives of their workers and communities at
risk by violating sanitary measures in
place46. As of May 24th, over 800 workers

potential relationship between these
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outbreaks and cases in nearby communities
is not yet clear. Peruvian civil-society
organizations have been criticizing the
government’s decision to allow mining to go
ahead, citing the risks that pose to the
health of rural communities and Indigenous
peoples already struggling with pre-existing
medical conditions.48

On March 26, the South African
government ordered the mining industry to
shut down for a period of 21 days.51 Then
on April 14, the government amended the
lock-down measures to exempt mining and
enable companies a progressive roll-out to
resume operations, a move criticized by the
the Association of Mineworkers and
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Violent dispersal of the peaceful encampments against Oceana Gold’s Didipio mine, Source:
Julie Simongo of the United People’s Organization of Didipio

B. GOVERNMENTS AROUND THE
ORLD ARE TA ING
E TRAORDINARY MEASURES TO
SHUT DO N LEGITIMATE PROTESTS
AND PROMOTE THE MINING
SECTOR.

Free of public oversight and scrutiny,
governments have imposed restrictions
on people’s freedom of association and
movement to protect public health. But
these severe and even militarized
measures compromise people’s ability
to defend their territories and their
lives. Land defenders face greater risk
of targeted violence and some remain
unjustly imprisoned, posing additional
risks of infection. Governments have
also deployed state forces (military and
police) to repress legitimate, safe
protests, especially in instances where
there is long standing opposition to a
company’s activities. In some instances,
this has included the implementation of
regulations or obstacles to access the
justice system which entrench impunity,
as well as heightened military and police
presence in these territories.
Meanwhile, mining companies are
permitted to continue operating in
these same territories or do so, despite
restrictions. These and other actions
cynically and unjustly benefit the
extractivist mining sector.
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In Ecuador, on May 17, three members of
the Zamora municipal government were
arrested in the southern province of
Zamora Chinchipe, for attempting to block
trucks from travelling to the Fruta del Norte
mine (Lundin Gold/Newcrest) due to
concerns about COVID 19 after its
operations were greenlighted by the
government.62 Over 15 people, led by the
mayor, were tear-gassed by police and
three local authorities (a firefighter, a police
officer and the councillor for sustainable
development) were detained. On May 18,
following their hearing, the detainees were
accompanied by a citizens’s march around
the central
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freedom of expression and assembly, with
military and police enforcement.64 Across
the country, communities have organized to
put up their own checkpoints to control
who can enter, given their lack of trust in
the government’s ability to contain the
pandemic. These include communities

that criminalizes social protest and puts
civil liberties at further risk. Dozens of
Honduran human rights, media and
community organizations condemn the
central government for
“crystallizing [its dictatorship] in the context
of the pandemic.”68

resisting mining and other extractive
projects, who have faced particularly
intense forms of harassment and repression
from police and military, exacerbating
territorial conflicts, as reported by the
Honduran Centre for the Promotion of
Community Development (CEHPRODEC).65
Meanwhile, human rights and
environmental organizations are unable to
accompany communities, or to properly
verify and register complaints. At the same
time, eight water defenders face additional
threats to their health and lives as a result
of the pandemic while they continue to be
held in illegal pre-trial detention.66 The
eight have been held in prison since
September 2019 on false accusations for
their resistance to an open-pit iron-ore
mine in the municipality of Tocoa, owned
by Honduran company Pinares Investment.
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In Peru, the government approved the
“Law of Police Protection” which enables
the use of lethal force by the police and
military with total impunity, in addition to
other troubling legislative reforms.73
Peruvian civil-society organizations have
determined that the law is
“unconstitutional” and presents a grave
risk for the integrity of life.74 In Peru, it is
well-documented that the police, who are
permitted to provide security services on
contract for mining companies, actively
repress and criminalize land and territorial
defenders who organize against mining.75
In the Philippines, human rights
organizations have been alerting the
international community about the
persecution of land and environmental
defenders since the pandemic was
declared, where at least ten have been
arrested and one killed.76 In early April,
peaceful protest encampments to
OceanaGold’s Didipio mine were violently
evicted on the basis of COVID-19. 77 Over
two hundred local and international
solidarity groups condemned the violent
dispersal of the Didipio encampments and
called on the Office of the President to
definitively cancel OceanaGold’s permit
renewal application. 78 A recent report by
United Nations experts said, “The use of
force by the police was unnecessary and
disproportionate,” urging the government
to not use the pandemic to discriminate
against Indigenous peoples.79 Shortly after
civil-society condemned the government’s

played a pivotal role in the passage of a
decades-old mining ban in the province of
Capiz and in successful campaigns against
large-scale mining, coal power plants, and
large dams across the region. Right before
his death, Jory was in the midst of
community kitchen and food relief
operations in Iloilo City in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Following his
assassination, 42 o hi a ily and colleague
ere arre ted.
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In Turkey, people camping out in protest
against Alamos Gold’s Kirazli mine were
violently evicted by the authorities who
cited COVID-19 as the reason for their
forced removal.81 Activists condemned the
act, noting that the company still had security
officials and personnel on-site. The activists
were subsequently fined over US$ 7,000, with
the authorities citing disobedience of
COVID-19 sanitary measures.82 Mine
development has been suspended since
October 2019, when the Turkish government
did not renew the company’s mine
concessions 83 following widespread

continued persecution of land defenders

protests84 to protect the Kaz mountains,

and warned that extrajudicial killings were

water and land from mine contamination.

continuing when activist Jory Porquia was
shot on April 30. He was a member of the
Madia-es Ecological Movement, which
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re-enter the mine, but, now that they
were forced to leave, they worry that
the government will activate the permit
at any ti e.
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Organization Save our Sperrins stages a protest against Dalradian Resources in Northern
Ireland. Source: Latin American Solidarity Centre
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At a time when entire countries are
struggling to get the bare minimum
of test kits necessary, companies
have boasted about the millions of
privately sourced test kits they have
provided to affected communities
and workers. This is poor cover for
the long-term health impacts that
regularly result from mining activities
and the often underhanded ways in
which these same firms operate. It
also represents an affront to the
greater public good and the
collective efforts of many states and
communities to secure public access
to tests, highlighting the glaring
asymmetries of power between
multinational corporations and
states in the Global South. In some
cases, companies are giving out
food directly to people, creating
social division and undermining
peaceful resistance while people are
unable to mobilize in the context of
the pandemic.
Some mining companies have set up
assistance funds or made sizeable
donations to state ministries. These
direct cash ‘donations’ are not only
far from commensurate with the real
impacts of their activities, they also
represent a corruption risk, which is
already evident as we see
governments willing to weaken
emergency measures, fail to enforce
those in place, or exclude the mining
industry from them entirely.

In Australia, Newcrest Mining donated $1
million Australian dollars to the University
of Queensland toward developing a
COVID-19 vaccine, A$20 million dollars for
a “community support fund” to fight the
virus,85 and obtained 55,000 test kits86 to
be used at its operations. Despite these
attempts to portray itself as a leader in the
pandemic, Newcrest has been accused of
committing serious violations87 against
community public health, the environment
and human rights. These include serious
community health concerns at the recently
reopened Fruta del Norte mine88 and
widespread opposition due to potential
environmental harm at the Cascabel
project89 , both in Ecuador. In the Ivory
Coast, the company is accused of
poisoning people’s drinking water with
cyanide at the Bonikro Mine.90 Meanwhile,
in Papua New Guinea they are accused of
overconsumption of water and dumping
toxic tailings from the Lihir gold mine into a
marine environment which has meant that
local communities are no longer consuming
the water.91

They pump out water every day
for gold operations, and they cause
so much damage. ometimes the
water goes dry and the fish and
everything in the water died away.
t the same time, we are not using
the water any more for drin ing
and coo ing. - Ms Arau in an
interview to RNZ journalist.
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In Brazil, mining giant Vale S.A., known for

then went on to justify the continued

its catastrophic tailings dam failures and

activity at this mine in Minas Gerais State

crimes against people and the

on the basis of Federal decree No. 10,329

environment, announced in March that they

issued a month after the municipal order,

would acquire 5 million COVID-19 test kits

calling mining an "essential activity". It

for their operations.92 Members of their

appears that Anglo American did not

workforce, as well as civil-society

suspend their operations in line with the

organizations, have condemned this

municipal decree, but claim to have

campaign as a way of creating a smoke

“adapted” their operations to comply with

screen to obfuscate their abuses

the federal decree.95

committed against the environment,
affected communities and their labour
force.93 At the same time, Vale has
suspended their Indigenous Health
Program of the Pataxó peoples who live on
the banks of the Paraopeba river, which
was destroyed with the collapse of the
company’s toxic tailings storage dam in
Brumadinho, Minas Gerais in January 2019.
This and other complaints were presented
in the company’s Annual General
Shareholder meeting on April 30.
According to written declarations that were
attached to the official minutes of the
meeting,94 the company has refused to
respond to a request from the Prosecutor
to provide sanitizing gel and other
protective equipment to the Indigenous

In Colombia, Anglo American, BHP Billiton
and Glencore are owners of the Cerrejón
coal mine in the La Guajira region. Cerrejon
has been supplying water during the
COVID-19 pandemic to almost 300,000
people96 and has donated US$1.5 million
to humanitarian aid and food security
initiatives.97 The company stands accused,
however, of having caused many of the
underlying problems in the first place. The
mine has been associated with the
displacement and the destruction of
livelihoods of at least 35 indigenous, AfroColombian and small farming
communities.98 Cerrejón uses 16 million
litres of water per day in a drought-stricken
region and its operations have negatively

peoples, citing “logistical barriers”.

affected 19 rivers and floodplains in the

Also concerning Brazil, in response to a

tropical forest ecosystem.99 Most recently,

question about Anglo American’s
continuing operations at their Minas Rio
mine in Conceicao do Mato Dentro,
despite a local municipal decree calling for
all essential activities to stop, the company
said that they had “already invested over
BRL 15 million to purchase medical
equipment, including respirators, PPEs and

area, jeopardizing the endangered dry
the company diverted the Arroyo Bruno, a
tributary of the only major river in the
region, the Rancheria, in order to mine the
coal underneath it. The company has
ignored repeated requests by communities
to respect Constitutional Court ruling T-698
to remove the dam placed on the Arroyo
Bruno and return it to its original course.100

COVID 19 tests, in Brazil." Anglo American
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Afro escendant ommunities lock Cerrejon oal ailway. Source: Inez
Perez

uring C

, Cerre on has been a truly irresponsible company with respect to

health here inside the territory. t is clear that the

ayuu people are some of those

e posed and we are at high ris because of the rail line which crosses
territory. eople are arriving from outside without any controls.

m of our

hat guarantees

do we have that these people who are arriving to the olivar ort, where the
freighters arrive to pic up coal from all corners of the world, won t be
transmitting C

-

The train, full of coal, is passing by

hours a day. The

contamination continues to ill us and the company s irresponsibility, too. nd for
all of us who are complaining, who are spea ing out, we are immediately
threatened so that we stop condemning their actions. The worst of it is that the
government is a government on its nees in front of the company.
Luis Misael Socarras Ipuana, Wayuu Women’s Strength (Fuerza de Mujeres Wayuu)

In Guatemala, the Indigenous Xinka
parliament condemned actions taken by
Pan American Silver to hand out supplies
and foodstuffs in response to the pandemic
and collect signatures from residents, which
risks undermining an ongoing courtordered consultation process and sowing
social division.101 The Xinka are concerned
that the company could use the signatures
gathered to try to demonstrate support for
the Escobal silver mine. The company
denies it will.102 For nearly three years,
peaceful encampments and a courtordered suspension has kept the large,
underground mine closed. In May,
supporters sent thousands of emails to the
company asking why it would persist with
an unwanted project, as well as to clarify its
intentions with respect to the COVID-19
interventions.103
In Honduras, Pinares Investment made
donations of basic necessities to families in
the municipality of Tocoa, where its
proposed open-pit iron oxide mine is

“C
- isn t the only
health crisis we re facing. or a
decade, communities
surrounding the scobal ine
have fought to protect their
health from mining activities.
uatemalan courts ordered
an merican ilver to
suspend its consultation and
this includes community
outreach, which gives rise to
tensions and conflict. an
merican ilver should tell its
employees to stay home and
stop trying to buy support for
the mind during this significant
health crisis,”said Luis Fernando
Garcia Monroy on behalf of the
Xinka Parliament.

vociferously opposed. Concurrently, the
company has sustained a defamation
campaign against water defenders who
have been detained or threatened with
detention as part of efforts to divide
communities and undermine the work of
organizations, such as the San Alonzo
Rodríguez Foundation, that provide
support to families in the area. In 2019, an
open council meeting held in the
municipality of Tocoa passed a resolution
opposing mining, while eight people have
been jailed for their resistance to this
project in defense of water.104

In Mexico, among others, Canadian mining
company Alamos Gold has reported
making donations of gloves and masks to
local hospitals, as well as basic food stuffs
to families near its highly contested
Esperanza project in the state of Morelos.
This project has been effectively
suspended since 2013, as a result of
organizing by the Morelos Movement
against Precious Metal Mining Concessions
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and others fighting to protect water and

Canadian company, Barrick Gold made

health from this proposed open-pit gold

several sizable “donations” to various

project.105 The proposed mine site is 12 km

African countries in early April to combat

from the city of Cuernavaca and a very

the COVID-19 epidemic. In Senegal, in the

short distance from the Xochimilco

presence of the minister of mines, the

archaeological site, which was declared a

company presented nearly a million US

UNESCO World Heritage site in 1999.

dollars to the finance ministry.110 In the

In Northern Ireland, community activists
have called out Dalradian Resources over a
£50,000 donation made by the company to
cancer-support charity Marie Curie on May
4.106 The private Canadian company, which
faces staunch and widespread opposition
to its planned Curraginhault project in the
Sperrin Mountains, has also donated 150
litres of hand sanitiser to the charity. Local
citizens organisation Save Our Sperrins has
written to Marie Curie pointing out the
conflict of interest involved in a charity
working to uphold human health accepting
a donation from a company involved in
gold mining- a major cause of ill-health in
many parts of the world. Save Our Sperrins
has drawn particular attention to the fact
that the ores Dalradian hopes to mine in
the Sperrin Mountains contain some of
highest concentrations of radon gas in the
UK. 107 Radon - a colourless, odourless
radioactive gas formed by the radioactive
decay of uranium- is recognised as a
carcinogen by the International Agency for
Research on Cancer

(IARC).108

Dalradian’s

proposed mine site is located just 1200
metres from a primary school and
playgroup and yet closer to a church, a
community centre, youth club and playing
fields in the community of

Greencastle.109

DRC, Barrick donated US$1.5 million
dollars to an emergency COVID-19 fund
set-up by the central government.111 In
Tanzania, amid allegations112 of severe
human rights violations at its North Mara
mine, the company donated US$1.3 million
to various levels of government.113 Most
worrisome was the sizable donation of
US$1.3 million made directly to the
Ministry of Mines in Côte d’Ivoire.114 It is
curious that none of this money was given
directly to the respective ministries of
health, given its expressed purpose. These
donations raise concerns about who will
ensure that this money is not used to bind
countries' hands into keeping the mining
industry open during the pandemic or
providing it with certain privileges during
the recovery period to follow.
On April 16, Canadian company Teck
Resources announced it would donate 20
million dollars across its operations in
Canada, Chile and Peru to “protect the
health and well-being of communities.”115
However, the announcement was not
accompanied by suspension of its
operations in Peru, Chile116 or Canada,117
where the company has been accused of
failing to protect workers and community
health from the COVID-19 pandemic. Nor
did it prevent a serious outbreak at its
Antamina mine, where over 200 workers

have tested positive. 118 In an open-letter119
to Canadian newspaper the Globe & Mail
in response to alleged actions of lack of
care towards its workforce, 120 dated April 9,
Teck misled the public by stating that “no
positive cases existed at its operations.”
The first cases, however, were confirmed at
Antamina on March 31.
Anglo American, a company that fails to
meet minimum societal expectations in
every area of its operations according to
the 2020 Responsible Mining Index,121 has
boasted of its extensive efforts to support
‘host’ communities and employees in nine
of the countries in which the company
operates, including South Africa, Peru,
Botswana and Chile.122 Much of the
advertised support has involved providing
privately-sourced ventilators, PPE and
testing kits, with the company claiming to
have distributed 500,000 quick testing kits
in Peru alone. The company reports that it
is providing emergency food rations and
water tanks to host communities, but that it
is also providing emergency support to
state military and police forces in countries
like Peru, where these forces have
previously been employed to violently shut
down legitimate anti-mining protests. 123
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hile they frame mining
as essential now and for
global postIDeconomic recovery, mining
companies are lobbying to
expedite administrative
decisions and weaken the
already-limited measures
which do exist to address
the social, cultural,
environmental, and
economic impacts of their
activities that are almost
always borne by affected
communities with complete
impunity. hether
explicitly, by suspending
the little environmental
oversight and enforcement
there was, or implicitly, by
making it more challenging
for affected communities
to get information and
intervene in permitting
processes, governments
are making deep
concessions to the mining
industry and companies
are now lobbying
governments to make such
deregulation permanent.

In Austral ia, parliament has been
adjourned until August and replaced with
the advisory National Covid Coordination
Commission,124 stacked with members
from mining, gas and energy backgrounds
and headed by ex-Fortescue CEO Nev
Power, despite concerns about conflict of
interest, lack of transparency, governance
and accountability.125 Policy changes and
requests agreed to by the government
since the beginning of March include “14
requests to slash important environmental
or corporate regulations, 11 requests for tax
cuts and financial concessions, and 12
requests to fast-track project
assessment.”126 These include: stripping the
community of the right to challenge mining
projects that damage the environment in
the courts; lifting the moratorium of gas
fracking in Victoria; listing mining as an
essential service and maintaining Fly-In-FlyOut operations; extracting coal from three
new longwalls, two of which will go under
Greater Sydney’s drinking water reservoir;
agreement between Commonwealth and
NSW Governments to prop up coal-fired
electricity generators; agreement to exploit
the Great Australian Bight for oil; gutting
environmental protections under the
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act; delaying the
implementation of a new regulation to
encourage uptake of clean technologies;
slashing environmental laws that protect
threatened species so mining project
assessments can be accelerated, and more.
The government has bypassed parliament
and passed 137 laws, of which 32 are not
able to be a ended
return .

hen arlia ent

2
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On May 22nd, the Brazilian Supreme Court
released a video to the public of a meeting
between President Jair Bolsonaro and his
ministers a month before. In this meeting,
the Minister of Environment Ricardo Salles
says that the pandemic is an opportunity to
push through deregulation of
environmental policy, given that the media
and institutions are focusing their attention
on the pandemic.128 The minister’s
comments have since come to fruition. On
April 13th, the government fired two top
employees of the federal environmental
enforcement agency, IBAMA129 (a unit of
the Ministry of Environment) after they
appeared in a televised report,130 which
showed them completing their functions to

or this reason, we demand
that any economic activity in
our territories be stopped
immediately, thus
guaranteeing the protection of
all our children, women, men,
young people, wise elders, and
our relatives in
voluntary isolation. - Nara
Baré, coordinator of the
Indigenous Organizations from
the Brazilian Amazon – COIAB

combat illegal mining and the invasion of
Indigenous Amazonian lands which are

At the beginning of this year (2020),

exposing Indigenous Amazonian

investigations by Brazilian journalists

communities to the

virus.131

The National

revealed that Anglo American and its two

Association of Public Servants has publicly

Brazilian subsidiaries have submitted nearly

spoken out with hard criticism towards the

300 applications to explore for gold and

Minister.132

other minerals in the Brazilian Amazon - an
ecosystem of global significance in the

ince air olsonaro too office, our
indigenous lands are increasingly
threatened by predatory economic
activities that threaten the integrity
of our ancestral territories and the
natural resources essential for our
survival. ith the C
- crisis,
the illegal activities of miners,
loggers, missionaries, drug
traffic ers, and other invaders, pose
an even greater threat, because they
can bring the virus to our territories
and communities.

fight against climate change.133 The
investigations reveal that the company which refused to answer questions from
these journalists - has exploration interests
that overlap with the territories of
indigenous peoples.134 These same
peoples are being violently repressed by
the Bolsonaro Administration, which is
seeking to open the Amazon to extractive
industries.135 In order to do this, the
Bolsonaro Administration is creating a new
law, in contravention of the Brazilian
Constitution, in order to grant Anglo
American and other mining companies
exploration permits in these territories.136
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Proposed Law 191/20 (PL 191/20) was
submitted by President Jair Bolsonaro to
the Brazilian Federal Chamber of Deputies
in February 2020, and proposes to open
up indigenous territories to the
exploitation of minerals, water resources
and agriculture.137 This proposition directly
violates Article 231 of the Brazilian Federal
Constitution and the International Labour
Organisation Convention 169, to which
Brazil is a signatory. However, this law is still
awaiting the creation of the Special
Commission by the Executive Board of the
Deputies.138

Brazilian Federal Chamber of
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The Indigenous Athabasca Chipewyan First
Nation noted in a press release that
“environmental monitoring should never be
optional.”143
In Putaendo, Chile the first communities in
the country to declare their territory “free of
mining”, the government took advantage of
the lockdown measures144 and approved
the environmental licence for Canadiancompany, Los Andes Copper’s “Vizcachitas”
project by way of a video seminar which
excluded citizen participation,145 despite
calls from civil-society to suspend all
environmental licensing during the
pandemic.146 The government then sent
military troops147 to the town to repress
citizens who took to the streets to protest
the action.148
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to

that will affect the future of
their territories permanently. n
the conte t of this sanitary
emergency, we communities
have very few possibilities to
e ert pressure, obtain advice,
and react
to the decision. - gru acion
utaendo
In Colombia, the government has resolved
to move the process for prior consultation
online, purportedly to “avoid the spread of
COVID-19”. This move has been publicly
rejected by many Colombian Indigenous
organizations as a major risk to the

ith it

lan

o e tho e hearing online.

“The online public hearings will
negatively impact communities
rights to participation,
especially those who are most
vulnerable who face real limits
to technological and internet
connectivity in the territories in
our region. ven the Colombian
government has evidenced these
limitations, but, regardless, is
moving ahead to move this
participation online.” - he
o

ittee or the

e ence o

ater and the Santurban

transparency and fairness of these
proceedings.152 They have demanded the
decision be overturned. The government
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In Ecuador, President Lenin Moreno and

permits for extractive projects during the

his ministers have been taking advantage

public health emergency.158 Projects, works

of the pandemic to justify the aggressive

or activities whose environmental license

rolling out of widely opposed metallic

has expired or that have not yet obtained

mining in the country as a way to

their final permit, are allowed to continue

“reactivate the economy.”155 In early May,

operating, with a grace period of 60 days

the government developed a plan

after the end of the national emergency is

implemented through presidential decree

declared to submit for reapproval or a final

to force local governments to lift any

decision. Since 2018, in the context of

restrictions they had imposed on the

multiple socio-environmental conflicts

transportation of minerals.156 The measure

across the country, especially over mining,

was designed to ensure that mining

hydroelectric and other extractive projects,

companies could resume full operations

the Honduran state has kept secret

starting in mid-May, accompanied by

decisions over environmental permits.159 In

military convoys,157 a move which has many

addition, under the umbrella of a special

local Amazonian governments concerned.

law for economic acceleration and
protection in the context of COVID-19,160

In Honduras, the government announced

the responsibility for approving mining

on March 27 that it would launch a digital

activities, such as transportation and export

platform under the responsibility of the

of minerals, was shifted to the Secretary for

Ministry of Natural Resources and the

Economic Development on March 30.

Environment to continue facilitating

“This is ust li e
, when the mining law was passed in the wa e of
urricane itch, one of the biggest disasters to hit onduras that too
the life of ,
people and left million others homeless, with an
economic impact that set us bac
years. Today, in the midst of a
global humanitarian emergency due to C
- , the illegitimate
government of uan rlando ern de is ta ing advantage of the crisis
to put in place corrupt measures to favour mining.”
- Pedro Landa, Equipo de Reflexión, Investigación/Reflection, investigation
and communication Team (ERI

ondura
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In Indonesia, a contested mining law was
passed in the midst of the pandemic.161
This law had been slated for a
parliamentary vote last year, but was not
passed due to mass public protest. This
year, with no public participation, the
Indonesian parliament passed the law,
which does not address the urgent
environmental and human rights issues
faced by mining-impacted communities.
Instead, it allows for automatic contract
renewal by private companies and removes
the previous limit on the size of
concessions.

In Peru, the Ministry of Energy and Mines
stated that they will not discard the
possibility that the hotly contested Tia
Maria and Conga mine projects could be
restarted given the “need to reactivate the
economy” following the pandemic.162 Both
projects are suspended due to
overwhelming opposition regarding
environmental concerns. In both cases,
protesters have been killed by police
during violent confrontations. In the case of
Tia Maria, the Red Muqui notes that the
fertile agricultural valley already has a
productive future based on agriculture, not
mining, which should be supported for the
post-COVID-19 recovery.163 Peruvian

“This new mining law [in
Indonesia] will allow
mining areas to expand, and
that will lead to
deforestation, this will push
people to move deeper into
the forests to survive and
they will interact with
wildlife, and these animals
bring viruses to humans,
increasing the risks of
emerging infectious
diseases.” Pius Ginting,
coordinator of Action for
Ecology and Emancipation

authorities also approved Decree 1500 to
move consultations online and weaken
environmental monitoring processes for the
mining industry, which has been criticized
by human rights and environmental
organizations.164
In the United States, the capacity of
Federal and State agencies responsible for
environmental protection, and the
monitoring and enforcement of mining
regulations, has been severely reduced by
the pandemic. Meanwhile, companies have
been told that the Environmental
Protection Agency will not seek punitive
measures for environmental noncompliance
“as a result of the pandemic.”
Nonetheless, mine permitting processes
continue, despite the lack of public
consultation.165

of the People (AEER)
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“Communities are unable to
deliberate on the conse uences
of many pro ects in the
permitting phase due to lac of
in-person meetings and access
to documents, technical and
otherwise, that describe the
pro ect and analy e the effects
of the mine on the community
and environment.” ohn adder
reat a in e ource
e ada

atch

In recent years, mining companies have
increasingly used international
arbitration to sue governments in cases
where their investments are facing
resistance from local communities over
concerns about mining impacts on
people’s health and the environment.166
For example, Nevada-based Kappes,
Cassidy & Associates is currently suing
Guatemala for US$350M for a court
decision suspending its gold mine for
lack of prior consultation with
communities who have opposed the
project for years.167
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There are currently 42 known investor
arbitration suits that mining companies

“The economic victims of

have brought and that are pending against

C

governments around the world. Their

-

will not be mining

claims total at least US$45.4 billion dollars.

companies, but the poorest and

The actual amount could be much higher,

most vulnerable wor ers and

given that the amount claimed is not
known in 17 cases (data available upon

communities around the

request). These amounts are even more

world. t a time when countries

burdensome when governments are
amassing massive debts in response to the
pandemic and would be much better spent
on efforts to make sure people have
abundant water, health care, good food

are scrambling for resources to
confront the global pandemic,
governments of the world

and clean air to breath. Nonetheless, law

should come together and

firms are anticipating that measures

immediately suspend all

governments are taking to stem
coronavirus spread and related economic

investor-state

impact could give rise to a whole new wave

pending millionaire and

of ISDS suits.168

cases and

billionaire awards for
corporations, in particular for
mining companies. n the longer
term, these e cessive foreign
investor powers should be
totally dismantled.” - Manuel
Pérez Rocha, Associate Fellow,
Institute for Policy Studies,
Washington, D.C.

CONCLUSION

,

This snapshot report provides
examples about how the global mining
industry and its backers are taking
advantage of the COVID-19 pandemic.
They are continuing to mine despite
the risks to workers and communities,
as well as to advance unwanted
projects against the will of affected
people, while pressuring for regulatory
change to enhance their profits longterm. Reforms they achieve now could
be locked in by a supranational system
of international arbitration that enables
corporations to bring costly suits
against governments, which they could
similarly use to fight any measures that
affect their bottom-line.
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Appendix – Global Statement
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Global Solidarity with
Communities, Indigenous
Peoples and Workers at Risk
from Mining Pandemic
Profiteers
The mining industry is one of the most
polluting, deadly, and destructive industries
in the world. Yet to date, mining company
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic have
received little scrutiny compared to other
industries seeking to profit from this crisis.
We, the undersigned organizations,
condemn and reject the ways that the
mining industry and numerous governments
are taking advantage of the pandemic to
manufacture new mining opportunities and
establish a positive public image, now and
for the future.
These actions pose an immediate threat to
the health and safety of communities and
organizations that have been struggling to
defend public health and their environments
against the destruction and devastation of
mining extractivism for decades, as well as
to the safety of workers in the mining
sector.
Based on a collective analysis emerging
from conversations with affected
communities, workers, and civil society
organizations, we have identified the
following trends that exemplify this threat. A
review of over 500 media sources, press
releases, and reports on mining in the
context of COVID-19 further informs these
findings.
One: Mining companies are ignoring the
real threats of the pandemic and
continuing to operate, using any means
available.
Mining companies and many governments
have pushed to categorise mining as an
essential service, enabling operations to
continue despite substantial risk. In doing
so, they have become key vectors for the
spread of the virus and are putting

communities, rural and urban populations,
and their workforces, at great risk. In many
cases, Indigenous and rural communities
already face acute risk from the virus,
especially communities whose health has
been impacted by contamination generated
by mining extractivism. They are struggling
to protect themselves from potential
outbreaks.
Two: Governments around the world are
taking extraordinary measures to shut
down legitimate protests and promote
the mining sector.
Free of public oversight and scrutiny,
governments have imposed restrictions on
people’s freedom of association and
movement to protect public health. But
these severe and even militarized
measures compromise people’s ability to
defend their territories and their lives. Land
defenders face greater risk of targeted
violence and some remain unjustly
imprisoned, posing additional risks of
infection. Governments have also deployed
state forces (military and police) to repress
legitimate, safe protests, especially in
instances where there is long standing
opposition to a company’s activities. In
some instances, this has included the
implementation of regulations or obstacles
to access the justice system which entrench
impunity, as well as heightened military and
police presence in these territories.
Meanwhile, mining companies are
permitted to continue operating in these
same territories or do so, despite
restrictions. These and other actions
cynically and unjustly benefit the extractivist
mining sector.
Three: Mining companies are using the
pandemic as an opportunity to cover up
their dirty track records and present
themselves as public-minded saviours
At a time when entire countries are
struggling to get the bare minimum of test
kits necessary, companies have boasted
about the millions of privately sourced test
kits they have provided to affected
communities and workers. This is poor
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cover for the long-term health impacts that
regularly result from mining activities and
the often underhanded ways in which these
same firms operate. It also represents an
affront to the greater public good and the
collective efforts of many states and
communities to secure public access to
tests, highlighting the glaring asymmetries
of power between multinational
corporations and states in the Global South.
In some cases, companies are giving out
food directly to people, creating social
division and undermining peaceful
resistance while people are unable to
mobilize in the context of the pandemic.
Some mining companies have set up
assistance funds or made sizable donations
to state ministries. These direct cash
‘donations’ are not only far from
commensurate with the real impacts of their
activities, they also represent a corruption
risk, which is already evident as we see
governments willing to weaken emergency
measures, fail to enforce those in place, or
exclude the mining industry from them
entirely.
Four: Mining companies and
governments are using the crisis to
secure regulatory change that favours
the industry at the expense of people
and planet.
While they frame mining as essential now
and for global post-COVID-19 economic
recovery, mining companies are lobbying to
expedite administrative decisions and
weaken the already-limited measures which
do exist to address the social, cultural,
environmental, and economic impacts of
their activities that are almost always borne
by affected communities with complete
impunity. Whether explicitly, by suspending
the little environmental oversight and
enforcement there was, or implicitly, by
making it more challenging for affected
communities to get information and
intervene in permitting processes,
governments are making deep concessions
to the mining industry – and companies are
now lobbying governments to make such
deregulation permanent.
At the same time, companies are
increasingly using supranational Investor
State Dispute Settlement (ISDS)

mechanisms, embedded in thousands of
bilateral and multilateral trade agreements,
to sue governments, especially in the
Global South. They continue bringing or
threatening suits in the hundreds of millions
or even billions of dollars for decisions
made by governments, courts and even
human rights bodies, undermining national
sovereignty to make decisions to protect
public health and attacking the selfdetermination of people fighting to protect
their wellbeing from extractive projects.
Known pending mining claims - and where
information is available - currently total
US$45.5 billion dollars with the actual total
potentially much higher. Further threats are
feared in response to measures taken
during the pandemic.
We condemn these responses to the
COVID-19 pandemic as acts of
aggression that exacerbate the threats and
risks that affected communities, Indigenous
peoples, land defenders and mine workers
face on a daily basis.
We reject the central claim that mining
represents an essential service either
now or for the period of economic
recovery. In the context of an intersecting
global health, economic, ecological and
climate crisis, we assert that healthy
communities, Indigenous peoples, workers,
and social movements – not the profits of
predatory mining corporations – are
essential.
We call on national governments to
respect and support the autonomous
organizing and self-determining processes
of mining-affected communities and
Indigenous peoples. Their efforts are vital to
protecting community health and the
environment, informed by their own
knowledge and traditions, as well as to the
food sovereignty of rural and urban
populations through small-scale agriculture
and other productive activities. Economic
“reactivation” must not promote more
mining, but should, instead, acknowledge
and bolster community-based initiatives.
We call on international human rights
bodies to pay close attention and
actively condemn human rights violations
committed by governments and mining
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corporations during the pandemic and the
recovery period to follow.
We stand in solidarity with the frontline
communities, Indigenous peoples and
workers most affected by the COVID-19
crisis and the mining industry’s response.
We call on others to support them in their
vital campaigns for collective wellbeing and
justice.

3

REFERENCES
May 11, 2020. John C. Cannon, “Canadian company positions for mining ban lift in Argentine
province”, Mongabay: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/canadian-company-positions-for-miningban-lift-in-argentine-province/
1

May 4, 2020. Esquel Televisora Color, “Ahora Marcha en Contra la Megamineria”, Facebook Video:
https://m.facebook.com/watch/?v=2543804679219979&_rdr
2

March 23, 2020. Agencia Brasil, “Vale compra 5 milhões de kits para verificar infecção pela
covid-19”, Noticias UOL: https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-brasil/2020/03/23/valecompra-5-milhoes-de-kits-para-verificar-infeccao-pela-covid-19.htm?cmpid=copiaecola
3

March 28, 2020. Ministry of Mines and Energy, Brazil, “MME publica Portaria que torna essenciais
os insumos minerais necessários à cadeia produtiva, no contexto da contenção do Covid-19. MME:
http://www.mme.gov.br/todas-as-noticias/-/asset_publisher/pdAS9IcdBICN/content/mme-publicaportaria-sobre-insumos-minerais-necessarios-a-cadeia-produtiva
4

March 31, 2020. Arquidiocese de Belo Horizonte, “Comissão da CNBB manifesta preocupação com
riscos à saúde de trabalhadores das mineradoras que não paralisaram suas atividades”, .
Arquidiocese de Belo Horizonte: http://arquidiocesebh.org.br/noticias/comissao-da-cnbb-preocupadacom-riscos-a-saude-dos-trabalhadores-das-mineradoras-que-nao-paralisaram-suas-atividades/
5

March 26, 2020. Mauricio Angelo, “Coronavírus: Mesmo Com Empregados Contaminados, Vale
Mantém Operação E Aglomerações Em Minas”, The Intercept_Brasil: https://theintercept.com/
2020/03/26/coroavirus-vale-mantem-minas-operacao/
6

n/d. Diario de Itabira, “Vale testa funcionários e confirma 81 casos de coronavirus”, Facebook Live
Video, Diario de Itabira: “https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?
v=241404257282821&ref=watch_permalink
7

March 26, 2020. Portal da Transparencia, “Óbitos com suspeita ou confirmação de COVID-19”,
Portal da Transparencia: https://transparencia.registrocivil.org.br/registral-covid
8

April 28, 2020. Cathy Alex, “'Terrible sadness': Company confirms 25 COVID-19 cases, including 1
death, connected to Lac Des Iles mine”, CBC News: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/
lac-des-iles-25-cases-one-1.5546898
9

May 5, 2020. David Jackson, “Canada sends nurses to northern community hit by COVID-19”,
National Post: https://nationalpost.com/pmn/environment-pmn/canada-sends-nurses-to-northerncommunity-hit-by-covid-19
10

May 8, 2020. Northern Ontario Business Staff, “Impala aims for late May production restart at Lac
des Iles Mine”, Northern Ontario Business: https://www.northernontariobusiness.com/regional-news/
thunder-bay/impala-aims-for-late-may-production-restart-at-lac-des-iles-mine-2335374
11

May 25, 2020. Olivia Levesque, “COVID-19 cases in Gull Bay First Nation are resolved; chief
apprehensive about reopening of Lac des Iles mine”, CBC News: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
thunder-bay/covid-19-gull-bay-resolved-mine-1.5582608
12

April 30, 2020. Jorge Barrera, “Northern Ontario First Nations want pause to mining permits until
COVID-19 subsides”, CBC News: https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/first-nations-mining-permitsontario-covid19-1.5550033
13

May 4, 2020. Vincent McDermott, “Only three active COVID-19 cases at Kearl, Fort McMurray has
11 recovered and active cases each”, Fort McMurray Today: https://www.fortmcmurraytoday.com/
news/local-news/active-recovered-covid-19-cases-each-total-11-locally-half-of-albertas-casesrecover-as-testing-expands
14

May 10, 2020. Emma Graney, “Kearl Lake coronavirus outbreak now linked to over 100 cases in
four provinces”, The Globe and Mail: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-kearl-lakecoronavirus-outbreak-now-linked-to-over-100-cases-in-four/
15

May 4, 2020. Shelby Thom, “19 cases of COVID-19 in Interior Health region linked to Alberta
oilsands work camp”, Global News: https://globalnews.ca/news/6904206/19-cases-of-covid-19-ininterior-health-region-linked-to-alberta-oilsands-work-camp/
16

3

May 6, 2020. The Canadian Press, “COVID 19 outbreak in northern Saskatchewan ‘of concern:’ top
health officer”, APTN News: https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/covid-19-outbreak-in-northernsaskatchewan-of-concern-top-health-officer/
17

April 15, 2020. Assembly of First Nations Quebec-Labrador (AFNQL), “Covid-19 – The Afnql Is
Concerned About Resuming Mining Operations”, AFNQL: https://apnql.com/en/wp-content/uploads/
2020/04/PR-Mining_Apr-15_vFinal.pdf
18

May 10, 2020. AFREWATCH- DRC, “Summary Status of the Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic”,
AFREWATCH – DRC: http://www.afrewatch.org/?q=newsletter-UKWELI-02-COVID19-mining-workers
19

March 19, 2020. Acción Ecológica, “¡ALERTA! El virus de la minería metálica ingresa a Pacto”,
Acción Ecológica Facebook Post: https://www.facebook.com/notes/acci%C3%B3n-ecol%C3%B3gica/
alerta-el-virus-de-la-miner%C3%ADa-met%C3%A1lica-ingresa-a-pacto/2801405416618752/
20

April 16, 2020. Mayuri Castro, “Ecuador: las actividades mineras no están de cuarentena en la
emergencia sanitaria por el COVID-19”, Mongabay: https://es.mongabay.com/2020/04/mineria-enecuador-peligro-de-contagio-covid19/
21

March 31, 2020. Paul Harris, “Codelco and Enami form Llurimagua JV company”, Mining Journal:
https://www.mining-journal.com/copper-news/news/1359920/codelco-and-enami-form-llurimagua-jvcompany
22

April 16, 2020. Redacción Periodismo de Investigación, “Llurimagua, La Fiebre Del Cobre”,
Periodismo de Investigación: https://periodismodeinvestigacion.com/2020/04/16/llurimagua-la-fiebredel-cobre/
23

April 21, 2020. Cotacachi Municipality, “Open-Letter to President of Ecuador”, DECOIN Facebook
post:https://www.facebook.com/decoinorg/photos/pcb.1928094900657356/1928088510657995/?
type=3&theater
24

April 13, 2020. Pueblo Shuar Arutam, “Accion Urgente”, Open-letter published on Pueblo Shuar
Arutam Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cgpsha/photos/pcb.
2363827103923667/2363824987257212/?type=3&theater
25

March 3, 2020. Joan Baxter, ““Coronavirus Convention”, Halifax Examiner: https://
www.halifaxexaminer.ca/province-house/coronavirus-convention/
26

May 14, 2020. Accion Ecologica et. Al., “COVID-19 in the Ecuadorian Amazon: Over 100
Organizations Show Solidarity With Indigenous Shuar Arutam, Repudiate Mining Companies for
Putting Communities at Grave Risk”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/news/2020/5/14/
covid-19-ecuadorian-amazon-over-100-organizations-show-solidarity-indigenous-shuar
27

April 17, 2020. Mining Technology, “B2Gold employee in Mali mine tests positive for Covid-19”,
Mining Technology: https://www.mining-technology.com/news/b2gold-employee-mali-mine-testspositive-covid-19/
28

May 10, 2020. Staff Reporter, “Fekola operations continue amid COVID-19 infections”, Mining
Journal: https://www.mining-journal.com/covid-19/news/1386592/fekola-operations-continue-amidcovid-19-infections
29

April 21, 2020. Martin Catalan Lerma, “Denuncia UNTA que minera de Slim en Mazapil desacata
declaratoria de contingencia sanitaria”, La Jornada Zacatecas: http://ljz.mx/2020/04/21/denunciaunta-que-minera-de-slim-en-mazapil-desacata-declaratoria-de-contingencia-sanitaria/
30

Scarlett Llamas, “Trabajadores de minera Frisco Tayahua paran labores; denuncian falta de pago e
insumos insuficientes”, La Jornada Zacatecas: http://ljz.mx/2020/04/30/trabajadores-de-minera-friscotayahua-paran-labores-denuncian-falta-de-pago-e-insumos-insuficientes/
31

May 8, 2020. Sergio Elias Uribe Sierra,” Covid-19 y Minería en México”, OCMAL: https://
www.ocmal.org/covid-19-y-mineria-en-mexico/
32

3

April 26, 2020. Red Mexicana de Afectados por la Mineria (REMA), “FIRMA PETICION «Cese al
hostigamiento, las amenazas y la represión en contra de Roberto de la Rosa”, REMA: http://
www.remamx.org/2020/04/firma-peticion-cese-al-hostigamiento-las-amenazas-y-la-represion-encontra-de-roberto-de-la-rosa/
33

April 4, 2020. “Dalradian Offices Still Open”, Twitter Account Post of Councillor Emmet McAleer –
Independent: https://twitter.com/McAleer_1/status/1246360990817665025
34

35 March 24, 2020. First Quantum Minerals, “First Quantum Provides Update”, First Quantum
Minerals: https://first-quantum.com/English/announcements/announcements-details/2020/FirstQuantum-Provides-Update/default.aspx

April 4, 2020. Ministry of Health, Panama. Twitter Post, https://twitter.com/MINSAPma/status/
1246847177177083905
36

April 7, 2020. First Quantum Minerals, “First Quantum Announces Heightened Quarantine
Measures At Cobre Panama”, First Quantum Minerals: https://www.first-quantum.com/English/
announcements/announcements-details/2020/First-Quantum-Announces-Heightened-QuarantineMeasures-At-Cobre-Panama/default.aspx
37

April 30, 2020. Redaccion Mi Diario, “Hay más de 100 mineros positivos por el coronavirus,
mientras que 850 se mantienen en cuarentena”, Mi Diario: https://www.midiario.com/nacionales/haymas-de-100-mineros-positivos-por-el-coronavirus-mientras-que-850-se-mantienen-en-cuarentena/
38

May 19, 2020. Redaccion Mi Diario, “Fallece otro minero a causa del Covid-19”, Mi Diario: https://
www.midiario.com/nacionales/fallece-otro-minero-a-causa-del-covid-19/
39

March 31, 2020. Antamina “Sobre nuevos casos de COVID-19 en Ancash”, Antamina: https://
www.antamina.com/noticias/sobre-nuevos-casos-de-covid-19-en-ancash/
40

Curiously, this video and press release were removed from La Republica but we include the link to
the previous story with the title “Mineros exigen pruebas de descarte ante aumento de casos”, https://
larepublica.pe/sociedad/2020/04/03/coronavirus-en-peru-mineros-exigen-pruebas-de-descarte-anteaumento-de-casos-ancash-huaraz-lrnd/;%20https:/muqui.org/noticias/trabajadores-de-campamentode-antamina-protestan-y-exigen-que-les-hagan-pruebas-de-covid-19/
41

April 13, 2020. Antamina, “Antamina hará una suspensión temporal de operaciones: Porque no se
trata de la mina sino de la salud, seguridad y tranquilidad de todos”, Antamina: https://
www.antamina.com/noticias/antamina-hara-suspension-temporal-operaciones/
42

April 30, 2020. Andina, “Antamina lamenta deceso de trabajador minero por el coronavirus”,
Antamina: https://andina.pe/agencia/noticia-antamina-lamenta-deceso-trabajador-minero-porcoronavirus-795353.aspx
43

April 27, 2020. Reuters, “Peruvian copper mine Antamina reports 210 positive COVID-19 cases”,
The Toronto Sun: https://torontosun.com/news/world/peruvian-copper-mine-antamina-reports-210positive-covid-19-cases/wcm/0d225fd1-15ac-40b2-90cf-6cf69dd246e3
44

May 11, 2020. Derechos Humanos Sin Fronteras (Cusco), MiningWatch Canada, “COVID-19:
Canadian Mining Company Endangers Workers and Communities in Peru”, MiningWatch Canada:
https://miningwatch.ca/news/2020/5/11/covid-19-canadian-mining-company-endangers-workers-andcommunities-peru
45

May 9, 2020. Derechos Humanos Sin Fronteras (Cusco), “REPORTE N° 01-2020-DHSF”,
Derechos Humanos Sin Fronteras: https://derechosinfronteras.pe/reporte-n-01-2020-dhsf/
46

May 24, 2020. Servindi, “Minería y petróleo: Las consecuencias devastadoras de los privilegiados”:
http://www.servindi.org/actualidad-noticias/24/05/2020/mineria-y-petroleo-las-consecuenciasdevastadoras-de-los
47

39

March 26, 2020. Coordinadora de Derechos Humanos Nacional, “Frente al coronavirus,
ATENCIÓN NACIONAL para los afectados por metales tóxicos”, Coordinadora de Derechos
Humanos Nacional: http://derechoshumanos.pe/2020/03/frente-al-coronavirus-atencion-nacionalpara-los-afectados-por-metales-toxicos/?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CoordinadoraNacionalDere
chosHumanos+%28Coordinadora+Nacional+de+Derechos+Humanos%29
48

May 12, 2020. Craig Guthrie, “COVID-19 hits Olimpiada, but operation unaffected”, Mining
Magazine: https://www.miningmagazine.com/covid-19/news/1386662/covid-19-hits-olimpiada-butoperation-unaffected
49

May 20, 2020. Anna Golubova, “Putin orders Russian army to help contain COVID-19 outbreak at
country's largest gold mine”, Kitco News: https://www.kitco.com/news/2020-05-20/Putin-ordersRussian-army-to-help-contain-COVID-19-outbreak-at-country-s-largest-gold-mine.html
50

March 24, 2020. Staff Reporter, “South Africa mines to shut in nation-wide lockdown”, Mining
Journal: https://www.mining-journal.com/politics/news/1383505/south-africa-mines-to-shut-in-nationwide-lockdown
51

April 16, 2020. Raoul, “AMCU Disappointed By Lacking Covid-19 Regulations For Mining And
Energy”, AMCU: https://amcu.co.za/amcu-disappointed-by-lacking-covid-19-regulations-for-miningand-energy/
52

May 18, 2020. Raoul, “AMCU Calls For Universal Covid-19 Testing At Mines”, AMCU: https://
amcu.co.za/amcu-calls-for-universal-covid-19-testing-at-mines/
53

May 24, 2020. BBC World News, “Coronavirus in South Africa: Outbreak closes Mponeng gold
mine”, BBC: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52791780
54

May 24, 2020. Anglo Gold Ashanti Ltd., “AngloGold Ashanti Statement Provides Update on Positive
Cases at Mponeng Mine”, Anglo Gold Ashanti: https://thevault.exchange/?
get_group_doc=143/1590325457AngloGoldAshantiStatementProvidesUpdateonPositiveCasesatMponengMine.pdf
55

May 18, 2020. Staff Reporter, “First COVID-19 mineworker death in South Africa”, Mining Journal:
https://www.mining-journal.com/covid-19/news/1387082/first-covid-19-mineworker-death-in-southafrica
56

May 4, 2020. Various Colombian civil-society organizations, “Urgent action required to guarantee
the rights and safety of defenders, social leaders, and communities in the context of COVID-19
pandemic and obligatory social isolation measures”, Business and Human Rights: https://
www.business-humanrights.org/sites/default/files/documents/
COL_Civil%20Society%20Letter%20to%20the%20UNP_May%204%202020.pdf
57

May 27, 2020. INDEPAZ, “Líderes Sociales Y Defensores De Derechos Humanos Asesinados En
2020”, INDEPAZ: http://www.indepaz.org.co/paz-al-liderazgo-social/
58

May 17, 2020. Valle, “Asesinan a Jorge Enrique Oramas, líder social y ambientalista en Cali”,
Semana: https://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/jorge-enrique-oramas-lider-social-fue-asesinadoen-cali/672002
59

May 11, 2020. Impacto, “Aumenta la minería ilegal en los Farallones de Cali durante la
cuarentena”, Semana: https://sostenibilidad.semana.com/impacto/articulo/coronavirus-en-colombiaaumenta-la-mineria-ilegal-en-los-farallones-de-cali-durante-la-cuarentena/50807
60

n/d. CENSAT Noticias, “Asesinatos diarios, la pandemia en Colombia | Llamamiento internacional
para detener la violencia contra el pueblo colombiano”, CENSAT: https://censat.org/es/noticias/
asesinatos-diarios-la-pandemia-en-colombia-llamamiento-internacional-para-detener-la-violenciacontra-el-pueblo-colombiano
61

May 18, 2020. Reuters, “Ecuador restarts mines after quarantine; neighbors protest”, Mining.com:
https://www.mining.com/web/ecuador-restarts-mines-after-quarantine-neighbors-protest/
62

May 18, 2020. Cronica, “Detenidos En Zamora Quedaron Libres”.Cronica: https://
www.cronica.com.ec/informacion/zamora/item/27130-detenidos-en-zamora-quedaron-libres
63

April 21, 2020. Karen Spring and Judy Ancel, “Hondurans Protest as Elites Attempt to Use
Pandemic to Enrich Themselves”, Inequality.org: https://inequality.org/research/honduras-pandemic/
64

May 6, 2020. CEHPRODEC, “El Centro Hondureño de Promoción para el Desarrollo Comunitario
(CEHPRODEC), ante la opinión pública, nacional e internacional”, OCMAL: https://www.ocmal.org/elcentro-hondureno-de-promocion-para-el-desarrollo-comunitario-cehprodec-ante-la-opinion-publicanacional-e-internacional/
65

February 27, 2020. EarthRights International, “Criminalized Guapinol Earth Rights Defenders
Should be Immediately Released”, EarthRights International Blog: https://earthrights.org/blog/
criminalized-guapinol-earth-rights-defenders-should-be-immediately-released/
66

January 31, 2017. Global Witness, “Honduras: The Deadliest Country In The World For
Environmental Activism”, Global Witness: https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmentalactivists/honduras-deadliest-country-world-environmental-activism/
67

May 2020. Various Human Rights Organizations – Honduras, “Octavo Manifiesto Público: No Al
Código Penal”, Online pdf statement: https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1djMhAcabt_MuufpD6JfC6xIILme4RZjd/view
68

69 May 16, 2020. Redaccion desInformemonos, “Al menos cuatro defensores han sido asesinados
durante el confinamiento en México: Red TDT”, desInformemonos: https://desinformemonos.org/almenos-cuatro-defensores-han-sido-asesinados-durante-el-confinamiento-en-mexico-red-tdt/

April 9, 2020. Red Mexicana de Afectados por la Mineria (REMA), “Comunicado «Adán Vez Lira
Otra Víctima Del Modelo Extractivo”, REMA: http://www.remamx.org/2020/04/comunicado-adan-vezlira-otra-victima-del-modelo-extractivo/
70

May 16, 2020. Ezequiel Flores Contreras, “Ejecutan a opositor a la minera Media Luna en Cocula,
Guerrero”, Proceso: https://www.proceso.com.mx/630356/ejecutan-a-opositor-a-la-minera-medialuna-en-cocula-guerrero
71

May, 2020. Eli Rivera, “Asesinan a 2 periodistas y 4 activistas durante contingencia”, NORESTE:
https://noreste.net/nacional/asesinan-a-2-periodistas-y-4-activistas-durante-contingencia/
72

May 12, 2020. Human Rights Watch, “Peru: Law Protects Abusive Policing”, Human Rights Watch:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/12/peru-law-protects-abusive-policing
73

March 31, 2020. Red Muqui, “Análisis De La Inconstitucional “Ley De Protección Policial – Ley N°
31012”, Red Muqui: https://muqui.org/noticias/analisis-de-la-inconstitucional-ley-de-proteccionpolicial/
74

2019. EarthRights International, “Informe: Convenios entre la Policía Nacional y las empresas
extractivas en el Perú.Análisis de las relaciones que permiten la violación de los derechos humanos y
quiebran los principios del Estado democrático de Derecho.”, https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1tNTEp6aVg-sz_X__L39MNqwSIpvqT7iG/view
75

May 21, 2020. Mongabay, “Deaths, arrests and protests as Philippines re-emerges from lockdown”,
Mongabay.com: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/deaths-arrests-and-protests-as-philippines-reemerges-from-lockdown/
76

April 6, 2020. Mongabay.com, “Standoff over Philippines’ Didipio mines escalates despite
COVID-19 lockdown”, Mongabay: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/04/standoff-over-philippinesdidipio-mines-escalates-despite-covid-19-lockdown/
77

April 29, 2020. Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center et. Al. “Global Civil Society
Organizations Condemn Violent Dispersal of Indigenous Peoples’ Mining Barricade in the
Philippines”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/news/2020/4/29/global-civil-societyorganizations-condemn-violent-dispersal-indigenous-peoples
78

April 30, 2020. UN Human Rights Office of the High Comissioner, “Philippines mine standoff:
Indigenous and environmental rights must be respected, say UN experts”, UN Human Rights: https://
www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?
NewsID=25850&LangID=E&fbclid=IwAR3TSj81OCvmLmNDu43BMWTghrmq_nOP6QrP9aXq78_J4n
FgTSFoCzM67xA
79

April 30, 2020. Kalikasan, “Press Release: Justice For Jory Porquia, Environmental Defender”,
Kalikasan Facebook Post: https://www.facebook.com/kalikasan/photos/a.
520244671442663/2070479893085792/?type=3&theater
80

April 28, 2020. Seda Taskin, “Environmentalists Cleared from Protest Camp in Turkey while Mining
Operations Continue.” Morning Star: https://morningstaronline.co.uk/article/environmentalists-clearedprotest-camp-turkey-while-mining-operations-continue
81

82

May 9, 2020. Duvar English, “Environmentalists protesting Kaz mountains mine imposed a fine of
$8,000”, duvaR.english: https://www.duvarenglish.com/environment/2020/05/09/environmentalistsprotesting-kaz-mountains-mine-imposed-a-fine-of-8000/
83

October 15, 2019. Niall McGee, “Alamos Gold suspends Turkish mine construction”, The Globe
and Mail: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-alamos-gold-suspends-turkish-mineconstruction/
84 August

6, 2019. Thompson Reuters, “Thousands protest at Turkish gold mine owned by Canadian
company”, CBC News: https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/turkey-cdn-mine-alamos-protest-1.5237104
May 8, 2020. Newcrest Mining, “Newcrest partners with University of Queensland in
support of COVID-19 vaccine research”, Newcrest Mining: https://www.newcrest.com/sites/default/
files/
2020-05/200508_Newcrest%20partners%20with%20University%20of%20Queensland%20in%20supp
ort%20of%20COVID19%20vaccine%20research%20-%20Media%20Release.pdf
85

May 7, 2020. Melisha Yafoi, “NEWCREST has just secured 55,000 test-kits”, Post Courier: https://
postcourier.com.pg/newcrest-secures-55000-covid-19-rapid-test-kits/
86

Winter 2018. Rainforest Action Group, “Newcrest Background Information”, Rainforest Action
Group: https://rainforestactiongroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/NEWCREST.pdf
87

January 17, 2019. MiningWatch Blog, “Investigators’ Study of Canadian/Swedish Mining Project in
Ecuador Yields Disturbing Results”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/blog/2019/1/17/
investigators-study-canadianswedish-mining-project-ecuador-yields-disturbing-results
88

August 25, 2019. Rainforest Action Group, “Environmental concerns at Cascabel”, Rainforest Action
Group: https://rainforestactiongroup.org/environmental-concerns-at-cascabel/
89

n/d. Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, “Côte d’Ivoire: Mining impacts on communities in
Hiré”, Business & Human Rights Resource Centre: https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/
c%C3%B4te-d%E2%80%99ivoire-mining-impacts-on-communities-in-hir%C3%A9
90

January 19, 2019. Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, “Papua New Guinea: Mining co.
Lihir Gold accused of water over-extraction & mine waste dumping in marine environment”, Business
and Human Rights Resource Centre: https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/papua-new-guineamining-co-lihir-gold-accused-of-water-over-extraction-mine-waste-dumping-in-marine-environment
91

March 22, 2020. Vale, “Vale brings to Brazil 5 million test kits in humanitarian aid to fight the new
coronavirus”, Vale: http://www.vale.com/EN/aboutvale/news/Pages/vale-brings-to-brazil-5-million-testkits-in-humanitarian-aid-to-fight-the-new-coronavirus.aspx
92

March 20, 2020. Bruno Lyra, “Covid-19 – Sindicato diz que Vale esta fazendo demissoes
generalizadas no ES e MG”, Tempo Novo: https://www.portaltemponovo.com.br/covid-19-sindicatodiz-que-vale-esta-fazendo-demissoes-generalizadas-no-es-e-mg/
93

April 30, 2020. Vale, “Minutes Of The Annual And Extraordinary Shareholders’ Meetings Of The
Shareholders Of Vale S.A., Held On April 30th, 2020”, Vale : http://www.vale.com/EN/investors/
corporate-governance/notices-minutes-corporate-documents/NoticiesMinutesCorporateDocs/
Ata%20AGOE%202020_i.pdf
94

See London Mining Network questions on Brazil: https://www.angloamerican.com/investors/
shareholder-information/agm/agm2020/agm-2020-anglo-american-response-to-shareholder-questions
95

4

April 4, 2020. Cerrejon, “Cerrejón and the La Guajira government join forces to deliver water to
nearly 300,000 vulnerable people in the department”, Cerrejon Responsible Mining: https://
www.cerrejon.com/index.php/cerrejon-y-la-gobernacion-se-unen-para-llevar-agua-300-000-personasen-la-guajira/?lang=en
96

n/d. Anglo American, “Anglo American response to shareholder questions AGM 2020”, Anglo
American: https://www.angloamerican.com/~/media/Files/A/Anglo-American-Group/PLC/documents/
agm-2020-shareholder-responses.pdf
97

August 28, 2017. Colectivo de Abogados, “Comunidades de La Guajira llaman a frenar la
expansión minera de El Cerrejón”, Colectivo de Abogados: https://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?
Comunidades-de-La-Guajira-llaman-a-frenar-la-expansion-minera-de-El-Cerrejon
98

May 5, 2020. CINEP/PPP “Comunidades de La Guajira denuncian falta de acceso al agua por la
operación minera en Cerrejón”, Tweet from @CINEP_PPP account: https://twitter.com/CINEP_PPP/
status/1257677775823126530
99

June 20, 2019. Richard, “Saving the river: the struggle for Colombia’s Arroyo Bruno”, London
Mining Network: https://londonminingnetwork.org/2019/07/saving-the-river-the-struggle-for-colombiasarroyo-bruno/
100

April 8, 2020. Parlamento del Pueblo Xinka, “Citizen Complaint Via the Xinka Parliament of
Guatemala”, Twitter post from Xinka Parliament @PAPXIGUA: https://twitter.com/PAPXIGUA/status/
1247934955872751616
101

May 15, 2020. Pan American Silver, ”Letter to Business & Human Rights Resource Centre”
Business & Human Rights Resource Centre, “https://www.business-humanrights.org/sites/default/
files/documents/Pan%20American%20Silver_1-2.pdf
102

May 6, 2020. Earthworks, “Xinka people of Guatemala and thousands of international supporters
demand answers from Pan American Silver”, Earthworks: https://earthworks.org/media-releases/
xinka-people-of-guatemala-and-thousands-of-international-supporters-demand-answers-from-panamerican-silver/
103

March 24, 2020. Jared Olson, “Honduras’s Deadly Water Wars”, The Nation: https://
www.thenation.com/article/world/honduras-mine-conflict/
104

November 15, 2019. Gilberto Lopez y Rivas, “La maldición minera amenaza de nueva cuenta a
Morelos”, Jornada: https://www.jornada.com.mx/2019/11/15/opinion/024a2pol
105

May 7, 2020. Dalradian Gold Limited, “Dalradian Gold donates £50,000 to Marie Curie”, Northern
Ireland Chamber of Commerce and Industry: http://www.northernirelandchamber.com/member-news/
219355/
106

107

UK Government. “New radon map for Northern Ireland published”. https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/new-radon-map-for-northern-ireland-published
American Cancer Sociey. “Radon and Cancer” https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/
radiation-exposure/radon.html
108

109

August 21, 2019. Niamh Ni Bhriain. “Save Our Sperrins: Water, more precious than gold”
Transnational Institute. https://www.tni.org/en/article/save-our-sperrins-water-more-precious-than-gold
April 09, 2020. Barrick Gold Corp. “Barrick Joins Fight Against Covid-19 in Senegal”, Junior Mining
Network: https://www.juniorminingnetwork.com/junior-miner-news/press-releases/315-nyse/gold/
75539-barrick-joins-fight-against-covid-19-in-senegal.html
110

April 8, 2020. Barrick Gold Corp. “Barrick Joins Fight Against Covid-19 in the DRC”, Junior Mining
Network: https://www.juniorminingnetwork.com/junior-miner-news/press-releases/315-nyse/gold/
75440-barrick-joins-fight-against-covid-19-in-the-drc.html
111

February 11, 2020, Ventures Africa,”Barrick Faces Fresh Legal Battle Over Alleged Human Rights
Abuses in Tanzania”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/news/2020/2/11/barrick-facesfresh-legal-battle-over-alleged-human-rights-abuses-tanzania
112

4

April 8, 2020. Barrick Gold Corp., “Barrick Joins Fight Against Covid-19 in Tanzania”, Junior Mining
Network: https://www.juniorminingnetwork.com/junior-miner-news/press-releases/315-nyse/gold/
75443-barrick-joins-fighcc-against-covid-19-in-tanzania.html
113

April 9, 2020. Barrick Gold Corp. “Barrick Joins Fight Against Covid-19 in Côte d’Ivoire”, Junior
Mining Network: https://www.juniorminingnetwork.com/junior-miner-news/press-releases/315-nyse/
gold/75542-barrick-joins-fight-against-covid-19-in-cote-d-ivoire.html
114

April 16, 2020. Teck Resources, “Teck Announces $20 million COVID-19 Response Fund”, Teck
Resources: https://www.teck.com/news/news-releases/2020/teck-announces-20-million-covid-19response-fund
115

May 8, 2020. MiningWatch Canada, “Teck Under Fire as Fears of COVID-19 Outbreak Sweep
Chilean Mining Town”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/news/2020/5/8/teck-under-firefears-covid-19-outbreak-sweep-chilean-mining-town
116

March 20, 2020. Paul Fischer, “B.C. mine workers fear Teck not taking adequate precautions
against coronavirus”, The Narwhal: https://thenarwhal.ca/b-c-mine-workers-fear-teck-not-takingadequate-precautions-against-coronavirus/
117

April 27, 2020. Reuters, “Peruvian copper mine Antamina reports 210 positive COVID-19 cases”,
The Toronto Sun: https://torontosun.com/news/world/peruvian-copper-mine-antamina-reports-210positive-covid-19-cases/wcm/0d225fd1-15ac-40b2-90cf-6cf69dd246e3
118

April 9, 2020. Teck Resources, “Teck Responds to April 8 Globe & Mail Story”, Teck Resources:
https://www.teck.com/news/news-releases/2020/teck-responds-to-april-8-globe-and-mail-story
119

April 13, 2020. Niall McGee and Eric Reguly, “Teck Resources draws criticism in B.C. for running
mine during pandemic”, The Globe and Mail: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-teckresources-facing-calls-to-shut-down-coal-mines-in-british/
120

n/d. Responsible Mining Index 2020, “Anglo American”, Responsible Mining Index: https://
2020.responsibleminingindex.org/en/companies/48
121

April 6, 2020. Anglo American, “Anglo American Provides Extensive Covid-19 Support To
Employees And Host Communities Where It’s Most Needed”, Anglo American: https://
www.angloamerican.com/media/press-releases/2020/06-04-2020
122

September 29, 2015. BBC World News, “Peru anti-mining protest sees deadly clashes”, BBC:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-34389803
123

May 3, 2020. The Guardian Business “Why is the Covid commission backing a fertiliser plant as its
top recovery project?”, The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/may/03/why-isthe-covid-commission-backing-a-fertiliser-plant-as-its-top-recovery-project
124

May 12, 2020. Katharine Murphy, “Zali Steggall increasingly concerned about Morrison
government's Covid Commission”, The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/
may/13/zali-steggall-increasingly-concerned-about-morrison-governments-covid-commission
125

May 13, 2020. Sandi Keane, “Covert-19: Government stacks Covid Commission with oil and gas
mates, cosy deals follow”, Michael West Media, Independent Journalists: https://
www.michaelwest.com.au/covert-19-government-stacks-covid-commission-with-oil-and-gas-matescosy-deals-follow/
126

May 16-22. Karen Middleton, “Parliament bypassed for Covid-19 legislation”, The Saturday Paper:
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2020/05/16/parliament-bypassed-covid-19legislation/15895512009842
127

May 22, 2020. Jake Spring, “Brazil minister calls for environmental deregulation while public
distracted by COVID”, Reuters: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-politics-environment/brazilminister-calls-for-environmental-deregulation-while-public-distracted-by-covid-idUSKBN22Y30Y
128

4

April 14, 2020. Jake Spring and Lisandra Paraguassu, “Televised raid on illegal Amazon mining
angers Brazil government, leads to sacking”, Reuters: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-brazilenvironment/televised-raid-on-illegal-amazon-mining-angers-brazil-government-leads-to-sackingidUSKCN21W31A
129

April 12, 2020. Globo, ”Covid-19 chega às aldeias e operação tenta barrar novas invasões de
terras indígenas”, Globo: https://g1.globo.com/fantastico/noticia/2020/04/12/covid-19-chega-asaldeias-e-operacao-tenta-barrar-novas-invasoes-de-terras-indigenas.ghtml
130

April 20, 2020. Amazon Watch, “Indigenous Peoples Across the Amazon Issue Demands in
Response to Coronavirus Pandemic”, Amazon Watch: https://amazonwatch.org/news/2020/0420indigenous-peoples-across-the-amazon-issue-demands-in-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic
131

April 29, 2020. ASCEMA, “Carta Aberta À Sociedade”, ASCEMA Nacional: http://
www.ascemanacional.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Carta_Aberta_ASCEMA_-28-04-2020.pdf
132

March 31, 2020. Mauricio Angelo, “Anglo American seeking to mine on indigenous lands in Brazil’s
Amazon”, Mongabay: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/03/anglo-american-seeking-to-mine-onindigenous-lands-in-brazils-amazon/
133

February 20, 2020. Ana Beatriz Anjos et. al., “The Companies and Individuals Attempting to Mine
on Indigenous Lands in Brazil”, Publica: https://apublica.org/2020/02/the-companies-and-individualsattempting-to-mine-on-indigenous-lands-in-brazil/
134

May 12, 2020. Nathalie Unterstell, “Can Brazil’s Armed Forces Protect the Amazon?” Americas
Quarterly: https://www.americasquarterly.org/article/can-the-armed-forces-protect-the-amazon/
135

May 13, 2020. Justine Coleman, “Deforestation of Amazon rainforest accelerates during pandemic:
report”, The Hill: https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/497524-deforestation-of-amazonrainforest-accelerates-during-pandemic
136

April 12, 2020. Reuters, “Bolsonaro says Brazil rainforest reserve may be opened to mining”,
Reuters: https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-brazil-amazon-mining/bolsonaro-says-brazil-rainforestreserve-may-be-opened-to-mining-idUKKCN1RO29H
137

February 12, 2020. Brazil’s Indigenous People Articulation – APIB, “Statement in condemnation of
draft Law nº 191/20, on the exploration of natural resources on indigenous lands”, APIB: http://
apib.info/2020/02/12/statement-in-condemnation-of-draft-law-no-19120-on-the-exploration-of-naturalresources-on-indigenous-lands/?lang=en
138

May 6, 2020. Movimento pelas Serras e Águas de Minas, “Nota de Repudio”, Facebook Page of
Movimento pelas Serras e Águas de Minas: https://www.facebook.com/
movimentopelasserraseaguasdeminas/photos/a.371833749676898/1302041339989463/?
type=3&theater
139

See London Mining Network’s questions to Anglo American at the 2020 AGM: https://
www.angloamerican.com/investors/shareholder-information/agm/agm2020/agm-2020-angloamerican-response-to-shareholder-questions
140

May 5, 2019. Sharon J. Riley, “Alberta suspends at least 19 monitoring requirements in oilsands,
citing coronavirus concerns”, The Narwhal: https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-suspends-19-oilsandsenvironmental-monitoring-requirements-coronavirus-concerns/
141

May 7, 2020. Bob Weber, “First Nations worried by suspension of oil sands environmental
monitoring”, The Globe and Mail: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/alberta/article-firstnations-worried-by-suspension-of-oil-sands-environmental/
142

May 6, 2020. Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation, “Statement by Chief Allan Adam of the
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation on Alberta Energy Regulator suspension of oil sands site
monitoring”, ACFN: https://www.acfn.com/single-post/2020/05/06/Statement-by-Chief-Allan-Adam-ofthe-Athabasca-Chipewyan-First-Nation-on-Alberta-Energy-Regulator-suspension-of-oil-sands-sitemonitoring
143

4

May 7, 2020. Agrupacion Social y Cultural Putaendo Resiste, “Putaendo contra la gran minería: un
caso demostrativo del funcionamiento del SEIA en tiempos de pandemia”, OLCA: http://olca.cl/
articulo/nota.php?id=107891
144

May 5, 2020. Natalie Gilbert, “El grave prontuario de la minera Los Andes Copper que amenaza a
Putaendo”, Proyecto Aurora: https://www.proyectoaurora.cl/index.php/2020/05/05/el-grave-prontuariode-la-minera-los-andes-copper-que-amenaza-a-putaendo/
145

April 21, 2020. Putaendo Libre, “Urge Suspensión Total De Plazos Del Sistema De Evaluación De
Impacto Ambiental”, Putaendo Libre: http://putaendolibre.com/urge-suspension-total-de-plazos-delsistema-de-evaluacion-de-impacto-ambiental/
146

April 27, 2020. Putaendo Libre: “Putaendo despertó, Piñera manda militares: ¿Cómo sigue la
lucha contra la minera en Putaendo?” Putaendo Libre: http://putaendolibre.com/putaendo-despertopinera-manda-militares-como-sigue-la-lucha-contra-la-minera-en-putaendo/
147

April 25, 2020. Putaendo Libre, “Multitudinaria marcha en Putaendo por la aprobación de los 350
sondajes a espalda del pueblo”, Putaendo Libre: http://putaendolibre.com/multitudinaria-marcha-enputaendo-por-la-aprobacion-de-los-350-sondajes-a-espalda-del-pueblo/
148

May 27, 2020. MiningWatch Canada, “Support Chile’s “First Territory Free of Mining” – Send a
Message to the Canadian Ambassador to Chile”, MiningWatch Canada: https://miningwatch.ca/blog/
2020/5/27/support-putaendo
149

May 20, 2020. Lucio Cuenca Berger, “Informe sobre ingreso abusivo de proyectos al Sistema de
Evaluación de Impacto Ambiental (SEIA) en tiempos de Pandemia”, OLCA: http://olca.cl/articulo/
nota.php?
id=107913&fbclid=IwAR2pIz0_gCCB_NZrFrAHJoOm6ga3gZ9ie7iJM75vIOq_TXn1cgRSp260F8k
150

May 7, 2020. Agrupacion Putaendo Resiste, “Putaendo contra la gran minería: un caso
demostrativo del funcionamiento del SEIA en tiempos de pandemia”, El Desconcierto: https://
www.eldesconcierto.cl/2020/05/07/putaendo-contra-la-gran-mineria-un-caso-demostrativo-delfuncionamiento-del-seia-en-tiempos-de-pandemia/
151

April 15, 2020. Redaccion Medio Ambiente, “Indígenas rechazan consultas previas virtuales
impulsadas por el gobierno en medio de la pandemia”, El Espectador: https://www.elespectador.com/
coronavirus/indigenas-rechazan-consultas-previas-virtuales-impulsadas-por-el-gobierno-en-mediode-la-pandemia-articulo-914742
152

May 12, 2019. Brent Patterson, “100,000 march in Colombia to protect drinking water from mining
company”, Rabble.ca: https://rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/brent-patterson/2019/05/100000-marchcolombia-protect-drinking-water-mining-company
153

April 20, 2020. Procuraduria General de la Nacion, “Ref: Petiticion del Comite para la Defensa del
Agua y los Paramos de Santurban”, Twitter post from @ComiteSanturban: https://twitter.com/
ComiteSanturban/status/1252783250625499143/photo/1
154

May 8, 2020. Aro, “Minería, una opción más que disputada para reactivar la economía en
Ecuador”, El Mercurio: https://ww2.elmercurio.com.ec/2020/05/08/mineria-una-mas-que-disputadaopcion-para-reactivar-la-economia-en-ecuador/
155

April 30, 2020. Mayra Pacheco, “ Gobierno implementará un plan para reactivar la minería en
medio de la pandemia del COVID19”, El Comercio: https://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/gobiernoplan-reactivacion-mineria-covid19.html
156

May 15, 2020. Ministry of Energy and Non-renewable Resources, Ecuador. “Protocolo de
prevención y bioseguridad para el sector minero frente a la pandemia del COVID19”, Ministerio de
Energía y Recursos No Renovables: https://www.recursosyenergia.gob.ec/wp-content/uploads/
2020/05/PROTOCOLO-MINAS-Firmado.pdf
157

March 29, 2020. Redacción Criterio, ¨ Gobierno de Honduras crea plataforma digital para no
detener los proyectos extractivos¨, Criterio: https://criterio.hn/gobierno-de-honduras-crea-plataformadigital-para-no-detener-los-proyectos-extractivos/
158

4

August 31, 2020. Redacción Criterio, ¨ Gobierno de Honduras declara en secreto las licencias y
todos los trámites ambientales¨, Criterio: https://criterio.hn/gobierno-de-honduras-declara-en-secretolas-licencias-y-todos-los-tramites-ambientales/
159

March 30, 2020, Instituto Hondureño de Energía y Minas, “Comunicado INHGEOMIN-001”,
INHGEOMIN: https://www.inhgeomin.gob.hn/images/Avisos/2020/
Comunicado%20INHGEOMIN-001%2030-03-2020.pdf
160

May 13, 2020. Hans Nicolas Jong, “With new law, Indonesia gives miners more power and fewer
obligations”, Mongabay: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/indonesia-mining-law-minerbaenvironment-pollution-coal/?utm_source=Mongabay+Newsletter&utm_campaign=ac274e277eNewsletter_2020_04_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_940652e1f4ac274e277e-67239123
161

May 17, 2020. Redacción Gestion, “Reactivación de proyectos Conga y Tía María “tiene que
darse en algún momento”, dice el Minem”, Gestión: https://gestion.pe/economia/coronavirus-perureactivacion-de-proyectos-conga-y-tia-maria-tienen-que-darse-en-algun-momento-sostiene-titular-delminem-covid-19-nndc-noticia/
162

May 20, 2020. Jaime Borda, “Reactivación Económica: Agro, Tía María Y Conga”, Red Muqui:
https://muqui.org/noticias/reactivacion-economica-agro-tia-maria-y-conga/
163

May 21, 2020. Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos Peru, ¨ Decreto No. 1500 sobre
reactivación económica debilita la institucionalidad ambiental¨, BLOG CNDDHH: http://
derechoshumanos.pe/2020/05/decreto-no-1500-sobre-reactivacion-economica-debilita-lainstitucionalidad-ambiental/
164

April 14, 2020. Miranda Wilson, “State officials, environmentalists split on local impacts of EPA
enforcement change”, Las Vegas Sun: https://lasvegassun.com/news/2020/apr/14/stateenvironmentalists-split-impacts-epa-enforce/
165

2019. Manuel Perez Rocha and Jen Moore, “Extraction Casino: Mining Companies Gambling with
Latin American Lives and Sovereignty Through International Arbitration”, IPS/MiningWatch Canada/
CIEL: https://ips-dc.org/report-extraction-casino/
166

March 26, 2020. Jen Moore, “Guatemalan Water Protectors Persist, Despite Mining Company
Threats”, Inequality: https://inequality.org/research/guatemalan-water-protectors/
167

May 19, 2020. Corporate Europe Observatory and Transnational Institute, “Cashing in on the
Pandemic”, TNI Longreads: https://longreads.tni.org/cashing-in-on-the-pandemic/
168

4

VOICES FROM
THE GROUND

