December 9. 2020

RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE
President

Republkc of the Phiippines
Malocafang Complex

JP Lowred 51, San Miguel, Manilo

Dear Mr. President:
warm environmentol greetings!

This letter comes as an appeal 10 you, Mr. President, from the people of Nueva
Vizcaya on behalf of the people downstream, namely, Quirino, Isabelo. ond
Cagayon that as heod watershed of the Cogayon River System. MINING
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED IN NUEVA VIICAYA especially lorge-scale minng
such as Oceana Gold Philppines, Incorporated and FCF Minerals, Inc.

The flood that devastated Northern Isabela ond Cogayon due o
unprecedented heavy rains brought about by typhoon Ulysses, could, in port
be offributed 1o our province since the headwatersheds of the Cagayon River
System is in Nueva Vizcaya. Didipio, Kasibu where OGPI is located ond Runruno,
Quexonwhere FCF Mineralsis situated oreboth locations of the
subwatersheds of the Cagayan River. These ore critical walersheds. supporting
Magat Dam and Adalom River kmigation Project (ARIP) respectively. ARIP alone
cost PhP 1.3 billion, imigating 5,875 hectares in Quirino and sabelo. ronically, the
mining tenement of OGPI is right ot the very center of ARIP watershed

Environmental costs that include theloss of forests, agricultural lands,
blodiversity, surfoce ond ground water, peaceful co-existence among
communities ond Joss of lives ond propertiesdue 1o fooding
far outweighs the benefits derived from mining. The Philppines Is rich in mineral
resowrces and since 1932, large scale mining companies have operated in our
country. but why are we shill poor.

Land conversion, clearing of forests use of mochineries and equipment, blasting
and other activities related 1o Mining Operation exacerbates Climate Change.
due 1o carbon emsission. It is inevitable that due 1o cimate change, forential
rains and flooding will be o common occurence in the future endangering lives
ond properties in Region 02. The absence of embankment of the talings dam of
OGPI1 also poses donger fo the community since it is located in higher grounds.

Continuous operation of OGPI and FCF endangers the lives of the community.
There are crocks in the Bementary and High School buldings and school
grounds and olso in residentiol houses that are no longer habitable in Didipio,
Kasibu.

NuevovmcayowasdodorodbyNEDAosoWhovonondogrdum
hub™ which makes our province the “life support system” not only of Region 02
but also of Regions 1. CAR ond 3. Our watersheds supply water both for imgation
services and hydroelectic power. And provide water supply to 7 big
infrastructres, Mogat Hydroelectric and imigation Dam, Addalam imigation
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Project, Ambukioo Dom, Binga Dam, Son Roque Dom, Casecnan Dom and
Pantobangon Dam. Producion ond income from these infrastructures enters
the Govermnment's coffers100% unike mining where 100% of ther income are
repoticted 1o ther home country.

Me. President, ploase heed owr oppect NO TO RENEWAL OF OGPI FTAA. The
expongion of thek mining operation endangers the unexpiored Almit Cave
System ond more importantly the Capsoon Cave System. o famous 1ourists
cesination in our province. It will also cbiterate Kongkong Vaolley ond Malabeng
Valley our province's vegetoble bowl and fruit boske! where not just oranges
and pomelo, but also lansones, rombutan, mangosteen, durion ond ofher frui®s
abound.

The Mines ond Geoscience Bureau hos isted our province as number 3 in the list
of 1op fen landside prone provinces in the Philippines released on July 6, 2011,
The Geohazord Map published by MGB on Jonuary 2012 indicated that Nueva
Vizcaya is highly susceptible 10 londside. A map provided by MGB oko indicates
hat there are wo octive foulls in the province. the Digdig Foult in Ambaoguio
and the Addolom Foult in Kasibu with the latter possing fhvough OGP mining
tenament. Thus, we redterate our petiton, NO TO FTAA RENEWAL OF OGP, NO TO
MINING IN NUEVA VIICAYA.

M President plecse put an end 10 the social division in our province by not
Signing the FTAA renewal of OGPI

Anficipating youwr whole hearted support 10 owr oppeal for the love of our
environment, for sustaining our natural resources and for ensuring that the future

generation of Flipinos will stil enjoy a healthy ecosystem and reap the benelits
from our natural resources.

Very respectiully yours,

Vi oy

of Nueva Vizcayo
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