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Canadian Auto Workers (CAW) Social Justice Fund
Canadian Environmental Law Association (CELA)
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Labrador (CLEAN)
8. Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE)
9. Development and Peace
10. Friends of the Earth
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14. International Institute of Concern for Public Health (IICPH)
15. Kairos - Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives
16. Mixedwood Forest Society
17. Nature Canada
18. Northwatch
19. OPSEU (Ontario Public Service Employees Union) Social
Justice Fund
20. Polaris Institute
21. Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF)
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24. Rivers Without Borders
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Board of Directors
Co-chair: Earl Commanda, Ottawa, Ontario
Treasurer: Ian Thomson, Ottawa, Ontario
Secretary: Kevin O’Reilly, Yellowknife, NWT
Directors: Ken Luckhardt, Toronto, Ontario
Jennifer Simard, Kapuskasing, Ontario
Arnold Yellowman, Sarnia, Ontario
Jean Symes, Ottawa, Ontario
Laura Calm Wind, Thunder Bay, Ontario
Anne Sam, Fort St. James, British Columbia
Bruce Maclean, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Tracy Glynn, Fredericton, New Brunswick
In Memoriam: Marilyn Crawford died on
August 23, 2014. We shall miss her greatly
and our hearts go out to her family. She joined
the board of directors of MiningWatch Canada
in 2004 and made substantial contributions to
the organization as Secretary, member of the
Personnel Committee, and since 2007, as CoChair. Marilyn was much loved and appreciated by staff and Board members alike.

MiningWatch Canada staff, from left to right: Latin America Program Coordinator Jen Moore, Communications
and Outreach Coordinator Jamie Kneen, Canada Program Coordinator Ramsey Hart, Research Coordinator
Catherine Coumans, and Administration and Resource Development Coordinator Susan Murdock.
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Cover (clockwise from upper left): Jen Moore participating a workshop in Guatemala; Catherine with Provincial Board of Marinduque, Philippines; delegates at the Alternative Mining Indaba in Cape Town take their message to the South African Mining Investment Indaba; Ramsey Hart talks to host Chris Hall on CBC’s ‘Power and Politics’;
sign in La Sierrita, Guerrero, Mexico: “Water Not Fit for Human Consumption” (photo courtesy Prometeo Lucero, Red TDT); murdered Mexican mining activist Bety Cariño.

What is MiningWatch Canada?

What Guides Our Work

MiningWatch Canada was formed in 1999 by environmental, labour, social justice, and aboriginal groups
in Canada to institutionalise their work on mining
issues, and by Canadian international development,
human rights, and social justice groups to support partner organisations and communities in the “Global
South” facing incursions and abuses resulting from the
activities of Canadian mining companies.
Based on an understanding that domestic and international problems cannot be addressed in isolation, but
that their resolution is interdependent, MiningWatch
was created to forge and strengthen global linkages to
support communities affected by mining and to bring
about reforms that will prevent and punish irresponsible
mining practices and address existing and past abuses.
MiningWatch Canada has become a strong voice in
the development of policies to hold mining companies
to account, whether they are operating in Canada or are
Canadian corporations committing abuses overseas.
Our Board and staff have expertise and experience in
environmental policy and campaigning, community
and labour organising, community economic development, organisational management and fundraising,
international development and international solidarity,
and indigenous rights.

We believe in free, prior, informed consent of aboriginal communities for mineral development on their
traditional lands, and in ensuring the protection of natural capital and ecological health for future generations.
We provide advice to communities dealing with
the effects of mining, and help them get the technical
assistance and voice they need to defend their interests.
We regularly respond to requests for information from
other organizations, communities, First Nations, the
media, filmmakers, investors, and students.
We facilitate linkages and exchanges between
communities affected by mining and the organisations
that represent and work with them so that they can
share experiences and learn directly from each other –
their, ideas, successes, and challenges. This way they do
not have to face their struggles in isolation.
We collaborate with other organisations in coalitions and working groups around shared objectives,
building networks to share information and ideas, and
building working relationships between organisations.
We undertake credible research in response to
requests from communities and interested organizations.
We advocate for regulatory change -- including regulating Canadian mining companies operating internationally. We have come to know that the environment will not be protected without strong regulation
and well-staffed enforcement. There are occasions
when this concern with public policy requires us to
engage in the courts, in environmental assessments,
and in other administrative processes.
We participate with industry and government
representatives in many “multi-sectoral” initiatives.
We are a founding member of the National Orphaned
and Abandoned Mines Initiative and of the Canadian
Network on Corporate Accountability. We are a
member of the Canadian Council for International
Cooperation, and as such abide by its Code of Ethics.
We understand mining to be essentially a waste
management industry with short-term benefits and
long-term consequences. Until we run out of metals
or until our recycling and materials efficiency catch
up with our consumption, mining will continue. But
it needs to answer to much tougher standards, and it
cannot be allowed to continue foisting its greatest
costs and liabilities onto the public – and future generations.
Raising questions about the effects of mining and
the ability of governments to monitor and control
them is an important public service we are proud to
provide.

Sample poster for a public event in Ottawa with two of our Board members.
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Highlights of 2014
Telling Our Story to the Public
People continue to come to our website in the thousands weekly for information and analysis, while our email lists provide daily news, newsletters, alerts, and
updates for 2,500 people. Our social media presence is
also substantial. MiningWatch blogs and articles are
widely read and re-posted, including on the popular
independent web portal, rabble.ca. By the end of 2014
we had over 4,500 Facebook fans, with a good level of
engagement. Even more impressive, we are up to over
10,000 followers on Twitter – including activists, media,
and elected representatives, as well as industry types and
consultants.
At the same time, in the “traditional” media, we get
calls from print, radio and TV media virtually every day
for interviews or background information and analysis.
These range from community or academic publications
to mainstream national and international outlets like
the Globe and Mail, CBC, CTV, or even the Guardian.

Supporting people from other parts of the
world coming here to sue the Canadian
mining companies that harmed them
Guatemala – San Rafael Las Flores vs. Tahoe
Resources

One of the most exciting developments in 2014 was
the filing of the first lawsuit in British Columbia against
a Canadian mining company for abuses abroad. Seven
Guatemalan men wounded in a shooting attack in April
2013 in front of Tahoe Resources’ Escobal mine are
suing the company for battery and negligence. It is the
first case of this sort in British Columbia courts, following the line of argument used in lawsuits against HudBay Minerals that are proceeding in Ontario.
Even at this early stage, this and other ongoing suits
in Canada against HudBay and Nevsun (over allegations of abuse and forced labour by state contractors at
its Bisha mine in Eritrea) are stimulating awareness
within the industry about growing expectations with
regard to Canadian corporate accountability for their
role in abuses abroad. In this case, as part of the Coalition Against Unjust Mining in Guatemala
(CAMIGUA), we had initiated conversations with the
Canadian Centre for International Justice (CCIJ) to
discuss the possibility of a suit, and CCIJ subsequently
found a law firm willing to take the case pro bono.
Philippines – Lawsuit against Barrick Gold

In mid-2013, Barrick Gold made an offer to settle to
the Philippine Province of Marinduque, the com-
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plainant in a lawsuit launched against the company in
2005. The money would have been insufficient to
address environmental and social damage at issue, and
had onerous conditions attached to it. While considering its response, the Provincial Board (the plaintiff)
asked Catherine Coumans to meet and share her analysis of the case with them – not surprising as her extensive files on mining in the Province had helped in
preparations for the suit. The Province refused Barrick’s
offer, and the case went back to court in the US. Final
arguments were heard in Nevada in this past February,
and a decision is expected later in 2015.
Ecuador – We return to the Supreme Court of
Canada, this time as intervenors

For roughly two decades, villagers in Ecuador’s
Amazon region have been trying to get Chevron to pay
for extensive pollution in the rainforest. They are now
trying to enforce the $9.5 billion judgment levied
against the company by an Ecuadorian court. In December 2014, the Supreme Court of Canada heard arguments on whether complainants could seek enforcement in Canada. MiningWatch intervened, represented
by Toronto-based public interest firm Klippensteins, to
argue that this case must be allowed to proceed given
how limited the avenues for justice are for miningaffected communities. The final decision is due in 2015.
When a company is its own judge and jury: Barrick
Gold uses legal waivers in its grievance mechanisms

We learned in December 2013 that Barrick was
operating a “project level grievance mechanism” in
Tanzania, similar to that in Papua New Guinea. MiningWatch, together with Rights and Accountability in
Development (RAID, a UK organization) conducted a
human rights field assessment of African Barrick Gold’s
remedy program near its North Mara mine, collecting
over 30 testimonies from victims and/or their family
members; and gathering further information from local
medical professionals who treat victims, local NGOs
who provide support, and human rights defenders, most
notably, paralegal organization Shehabita and the Tanzanian Legal and Human Rights Commission. (African
Barrick changed its name to Acacia Mining in November 2004, but is still majority-owned by Barrick Gold.
We are preparing a joint report with RAID on the
human rights abuses at the North Mara mine based on
our fieldwork, expected to be completed in mid-2015.)
We continue to work closely with EarthRights
International on cases of villagers harmed by Barrick’s
personnel in Papua New Guinea, who are also subject to
a company-led grievance mechanism that results in

legal immunity for the company. Our findings in both
cases have already been put to use: in December 2014,
for example, we co-organized a panel with RAID that
raised this issue at the UN Forum on Business and
Human Rights in Geneva where we demonstrated that
non-judicial complaint resolution mechanisms should
not be used in cases of criminal acts such as killings and
rapes but be limited to matters such as minor civil disputes where they may have a legitimate use.
Supporting the “Open for Justice” campaign

This campaign, by the Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability (CNCA), which we helped
found, advocates for federal leadership on assuring
access to judicial remedy in Canadian courts for nonCanadians and the creation of an independent extractive-sector Ombuds to investigate complaints of harm
from the overseas operations of Canadian companies.
We led the CNCA’s research and development of a
proposal for an independent Ombuds office for the
extractive sector: we reviewed existing models in Canada and overseas and interviewed academics and practitioners. Recent cases we have taken to the Canadian
government via the existing National Contact Point for
the OECD Guidelines (NCP) related to projects in
Ecuador, Mexico, Guatemala, Mongolia and Papua New
Guinea have been used as illustrative examples in the
campaign’s public events and education materials and
in discussions with parliamentarians.
We provided input on a private member’s bill for
the creation of an extractive sector ombuds, which further raised the profile of this issue, as did a major mobilization across the country by groups affiliated with
CNCA members Development and Peace, Kairos,
United Steelworkers, and Inter Pares.
Putting pressure on the Canadian government at
the Inter American Human Rights Commission

In October 2014, we participated in a hearing at
the IACHR with Professor Shin Imai of Osgoode Hall
Law School and the Canadian Centre for International
Justice, to expose the Canadian state’s role in grave
Indigenous and human rights violations through its own
acts and omissions as it aggressively promotes and protects mining company interests from Mexico to
Argentina, in the most deadly of circumstances and in
the face of determined community resistance.
In a public statement, the IACHR called on Canada to prevent mining abuses and hold Canadian companies and state agencies to account for abuses. Canadian
government representatives at the hearing were unable
or unwilling to respond to the Commissioners’ pointed
questions, saying they would follow up in writing. We
have requested a copy of the Canadian state’s written
response to the commission to see what next steps to

take from here, but overall, this has proven to be a valuable activity to raise the profile of the issues, particularly
among US and Latin American organizations, and to
put some pressure on our government through the
OAS, of which it is a strong supporter.
The hearing, titled “Impact of Canadian Mining
Activities on Human Rights In Latin America,” was
filmed and is up on the IACHR’s YouTube channel.

Supporting Aboriginal communities
& organizations
We work with aboriginal organizations and communities across Canada, doing workshops at their events,
working with leaders and their legal and technical representatives, and providing support on their engagement and submissions in various regulatory processes.
Highlight: A 2014 victory we helped bring about

We’ve accompanied the Tŝilhqot’in Nation in central BC for several years now in its fight to stop Taseko
Mines’ gold-copper mine project ironically titled “Prosperity,” later renamed “New Prosperity.”
MiningWatch has been lauded by the Tŝilhqot’in
for our submissions to review panels (in 2012 and 2014)
and our assistance when the First Nation’s leadership
has travelled to Ottawa to press the government to
reject the project. The federal government rejected the
revised project (for a second time) in 2014.
The company, however, is disputing the rejection in
court, accusing the review panel of procedural unfairness and errors in its conclusions. We have official intervener status in the case and are determined to ensure
that the rejection stands, finally bringing a close to
decades of struggle by the Tŝilhqot’in.
Hard to believe: most mining projects in Ontario do
not undergo environmental assessments

One of the major deficiencies in Ontario’s legal
framework for mining is the fact that private-sector
development projects don’t have to undergo environmental assessments (EAs)(though they may do so). This
year we established an ad hoc working group on the
issue with CELA (the Canadian Environmental Law
Association), Ecojustice, and CPAWS Wildlands
League. This led to collaboration with CELA on a petition to the Environment Commissioner of Ontario
(ECO) and a legal memo from Ecojustice.
We also joined a workshop hosted by CPAWS
Wildlands League on regional strategic environmental
assessment for the “Ring of Fire” and continue to support the push for a regional assessment.
The mine stops here: building support for resistance
to Tahoe’s Escobal mine expansion
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We provided support and input on company profiles and projects around Tahoe’s Escobal project to
assist the Network in Solidarity with Guatemala (NISGUA) in mapping mega-projects in the departments of
Santa Rosa and Jalapa in southeastern Guatemala. The
key product, large-scale maps of the projects, mining
concessions, and powerlines, has been distributed at
meetings with local organizations and is contributing to
local strategizing, as well as our own, about how to campaign against the expansion of the Escobal project.
Fighting OceanaGold’s arbitration against El
Salvador, all toward a ban on mining

We co-authored a report debunking Pacific
Rim/OceanaGold’s arguments against resistance to mining in El Salvador. The report was widely distributed
and contributed to strengthened media coverage of the
case (including an excellent article in the Guardian) in
the lead-up to the September 2014 hearings on the
company’s $301 million lawsuit against El Salvador. We
participated in coalition actions around the hearings to
draw attention to the case and to the larger problem of
investor-state protection provisions in international
investment and free trade agreements. We also supported participation in an international observer team that
witnessed the first municipality in El Salvador to
declare its territory free of mining, a strategy that communities are increasingly applying in the region.
Lobbying for World Bank divestment from a
Canadian mining firm in Colombia

With the Committee for the Defence of Water and
Páramo of Santurbán, Colombia, and other allies, Jen
Moore attended meetings in Washington DC to lobby
World Bank directors and the IFC on the forthcoming
report from the Compliance Advisor Ombudsman
about its investment in Eco Oro Minerals. The IFC is
being urged to divest from this project.
The Committee alleges that the company is illegally operating in a fragile ecosystem, threatening the
regional water supply and stimulating other investments
in the area and in other parts of the country that pose
serious ecological and security risks. We commissioned
a report on security issues from researcher Viviane
Weitzner that was submitted to the expert panel.
Demanding respect and good faith negotiations
from Goldcorp

In April 2013, the Ejido Carrizalillo, which lives in
the cloud of dust kicked up by Goldcorp’s Los Filos mine
in Guerrero, Mexico, blockaded the mine for 33 days to
demand good faith negotiations of their land-use contract and, specifically, to bring attention to environmental and health issues. In coordination with the Ejido and Comprehensive Processes for Peoples’ Self-Gov4.

ernance (PIAP, a Mexican NGO), a member of the
Mexican Network of Mining Affected Communities
(REMA), we pressured Goldcorp not to use repression
and take part in respectful negotiations. A joint urgent
action generated 300 signatures, including 60 organizations, in three days, and we made a video of community
leaders talking about the strike, health harms and the
abusive attitude of Goldcorp’s directors. These measures
seem to have helped keep media honest in their reporting about the action – and contributed to advances in
the final negotiations.
Eldorado Gold’s proposed Greek mine: fodder for a
study on international corporate tax avoidance

Jamie spoke at a workshop in Thessaloniki, Greece
on findings from a study led by SOMO (the Dutch Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations) on tax
avoidance to which we had contributed. He also visited
Eldorado Gold’s exploration and development sites and
met with Anti-Gold Thrace, the Mayor of Alexandroupolis, Hellenic MiningWatch, the Thessaloniki
SOSte to NERO (Save Our Water) campaign leadership, and residents of Megali Panagia, the village closest
to the Skouries project. Communities have been very
effective in building and maintaining public opposition
to the proposed mining, but Eldorado is determined to
proceed, and until the new government was elected in
January 2015, had the full support of the Greek government, including criminalising and violently repressing
opposition groups to silence their voices.
Why what happened at Mount Polley has national
and international implications

The Mount Polley tailings spill is a living nightmare for BC residents, especially the nearby and downstream First Nations. We managed a flood of interviews,
telling reporters and the public what tailings are, what's
in them, why there are millions of tonnes of them, etc.
People around the world took notice – this may be the
largest such disaster ever, anywhere. This has the potential to pressure the governments everywhere to take
measures to ensure this cannot reoccur, starting with
the strengthening of regulatory and monitoring systems
and giving affected communities a say in development.
Worldwide, companies will have a much harder time
claiming such things can't happen anymore, or that
mining is well controlled, engineered, and regulated.

Thanks to…
We would like to thank all those organizations and
individuals who have helped us in the past year, as well
all those whose donations help make our work possible.
We would like to publicly recognize the institutional
donors listed in the auditors’ statements that follow.
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MININGWATCH CANADA / MINES ALERTE CANADA
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2014

MiningWatch Canada / Mines Alerte Canada was incorporated on June 11, 1999 without share capital, under the laws of Canada. MiningWatch
Canada / Mines Alert Canada is a non-government organization dedicated to the promotion of responsible mining and minerals development. Working nationally and globally, in support of local organizations, MiningWatch Canada / Mines Alert Canada emphasizes economic, social, ecological
and cultural integrity. The Organization operates on a not-for- profit basis and is not subject to Federal or Provincial income tax.

1. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations and include the
following significant accounting policies:

(a) Capital assets

The Organization follows the accounting policy of recording as expense, the cost of capital assets acquired during the year. The expense for the
year related to the acquisition of computer equipment and furniture totaled $nil (2013 - $nil).
(b) Revenue recognition

The Organization follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions.
(c) Use of estimates

The preparation of these financial statements in conformity with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities
at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ
from those estimates. These estimates are reviewed annually and as adjustments become necessary, they are recorded in the financial statements
in the period in which they become known.
(d) Financial instruments

Financial instruments are initially recognized at fair value and are subsequently measured at cost, amortized cost or cost less appropriate allowances
for impairment.
(e) Allocation of expenses

The Organization assigns direct salary costs to programs.

2. SHORT-TERM INVESTMENTS
Short-term Investments consists of a cashable GIC that earns interest at an annual rate of 1% and matures on September 24, 2015. Investments
consists of a non-redeemable GIC that earns interest at an annual rate of 1.6% and matures on April 11, 2016.
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3. DEFERRED REVENUE
Balance, beginning of year

Less: amount recognized as revenue in the year
Plus: amount received related to the following year
Balance, end of year

2014

$

108,492

$

75,098

$ (108,492)
75,098

Deferred revenue consists of funding received prior to the year end that relates to the next fiscal year.

$

2013

94,309

$ (94,309)
108,492
$ 108,492

4. RELATED ENTITY AND TRANSACTIONS

On November 3, 2003 Canary Research Institute for Mining, Environment and Health (Canary) was incorporated without share capital, under the
laws of Canada. Canary is a Registered Charity and is not subject to income tax. The Board of Directors of Canary is currently comprised of two
directors of MiningWatch Canada plus three other directors. During the year $179,810 (2013 - $171,905) of MiningWatch Canada's program generated revenue was from Canary. As at December 31, 2014 there is an amount due from Canary of $110,045 (2013 - $141,710).

Canary has not been consolidated in these financial statements. The following is a summary of the financial position of Canary as at December 31,
2014 and the results of operations for the year then ended.

Canary

2014

Total assets
Total liabilities

$

Net assets

$

Net revenue (expense) for the year

$

Total revenue
Total expense

$

230,779
201,708
29,071

206,812
190,177
16,635

2013

$
$

$

$

225,020
242,584

12,436

228,344
222,351
5,993

5. INTERNALLY RESTRICTED FUNDS
RESERVE FUND:

During the 2006 fiscal year the Organization decided to set up an internally restricted reserve fund. The purpose of the fund is to address unforeseen
changes in the Organization’s finances and to invest in projects for which ongoing funding is not available. During the year the Organization transferred $5,000 (2013 - $5,000) to this fund.
LEGAL FUND:

During the 2009 fiscal year the Board of Directors decided to set up an internally restricted legal defence fund. The purpose of the fund is to provide
funds for legal actions related to the objectives of the Organization. During the year $nil (2013 - $nil) was transferred to this fund.
6. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Financial instruments consist of cash, short-term investments, accounts receivable, due from Canary Research Institute, and accounts payable and
accrued liabilities and government remittances payable. Unless otherwise noted, it is the board's opinion that the Organization is not exposed to significant interest rate, currency, credit, liquidity or market risks arising from its financial instruments and that the carrying amounts approximate fair
value.
7. COMMITMENTS

The Organization has a lease commitment for office space which expires April 30, 2016. Annual lease payments including operating costs are
approximately $20,000.
8. ICLMG PROJECT

MiningWatch is a member of the International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group (ICLMG), a coalition which, as its name implies, is a watchdog on
federal and provincial laws, policies, and programs that affect Canadians’ civil liberties and human rights, which we believe have a direct impact on
the public’s ability to critique and denounce irresponsible mining policies and operations, and defend community interests. In 2014, MiningWatch
undertook to administer a project on behalf of ICLMG whereby costs are fully reimbursed, having no impact on the organization’s net revenue for
the year.
9. INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

The Organization is thankful for support from the following organizations:
Unifor Social Justice Fund
Canadian Labour Congress
Canadian Union of Public Employees
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
International Development Research Centre
Inter Pares
Ontario Public Service Employees Union
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Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Sigrid Rausing Trust
Swift Foundation via Global Greengrants Fund
Mountain Equipment Co-op
United Church of Canada
Wallace Global Fund

